
 
 
#FreeSherifOsman: UAE must not extradite political commentator to Egypt, where he 
would face torture 
 
We, the undersigned organisations, urge the authorities of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
not to deport Sherif Osman to Egypt, where he would be at high risk of being subjected to 
torture and other human rights violations. An extradition would constitute a violation of the 
principle of non-refoulement enshrined under article 3 of the Convention against Torture, to 
which the UAE is a party since 2012. We further urge the UAE to release Osman immediately.  
 
Osman, a former Egyptian army officer, has been an outspoken critic of the Egyptian 
government, including on his YouTube channel. Osman is a dual citizen of the United States 
and Egypt, and he resides in Massachusetts; he traveled to Dubai for a family visit on 
November 4, 2022. Two days later, on November 6, he was outside a restaurant when two 
men dressed in civilian clothes and driving a black car approached him and asked him to follow 
them. He was detained at the Police Headquarters in Dubai before his transfer on November 
8 to Dubai Central Prison, where he remains detained to date. 
 
On November 8, the Public Prosecutor informed him that he was wanted by Egypt, while 
vaguely referring to Osman’s videos dating back to 2019. However, as Osman had previously 
traveled to Dubai in 2020 and never faced arrest, his family believes his arrest to be in reprisal 
for calling for peaceful protests on November 11, 2022, during the visit of U.S. President Joe 
Biden to Egypt during the UN Climate Change Conference (COP27). 

Since his arrest, Osman has been denied the right to challenge the legality of his detention 
and has faced numerous impediments to his right to access a lawyer, who has yet to visit him 
in prison. 
 
The Public Prosecution gave Egypt 30 days to submit a comprehensive extradition request. 
On November 30, Osman’s detention was extended for another 30 days. Though he was 
initially informed that his arrest was based on a red notice issued by INTERPOL at Egypt’s 
request, it was later clarified that the warrant was circulated through the Arab Interior Ministers 
Council, an institution of the Arab League. 



The UAE and Egypt are both parties to the Riyadh Arab Agreement for Judicial Cooperation, 
which only forbids extraditions for “a crime of political nature”, but does not take into account 
risks of torture in the requesting country.  
 
Following the review of the UAE by the Committee against Torture in July 2022, UN experts 
urged the country to “[a]bide by its obligations under article 3 of the Convention and ensure 
that, in law and in practice, no one may be expelled, returned or extradited to another State 
where there are substantial grounds for believing that he or she would be in danger of being 
subjected to torture or ill-treatment”. 
 
In this regard, it should be recalled that the practice of torture and other forms of ill-treatment 
are widespread in Egypt, including against opposition figures, critics, and peaceful protesters. 
In 2017, the UN Committee against Torture, found that the information provided by non-
govermental organisations and United Nations sources, “lead to the inescapable conclusion 
that torture is a systematic practice in Egypt.” 
 
Osman being an outspoken critic of Egyptian president Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and having 
expressed opposition to his policies on his Youtube channel, he faces an increased risk  and 
as such, the undersigned urge Emirati authorities to release him immediately and not deport 
him to Egypt. 
 
Signatories: 
 
ACAT-France 
Access Now 
ALQST for Human Rights  
Amnesty International 
Article 19 
Association for Freedom of Thought and Expression (AFTE) 
Association for Victims of Torture in UAE 
CIVICUS 
Committee for Justice (CFJ) 
Democracy for the Arab World Now (DAWN) 
Detained International 
Emirates Detainees Advocacy Centre (EDAC) 
FairSquare 
Gulf Centre for Human Rights 
The Freedom Initiative 
Human Rights First 
Human Rights Foundation (HRF) 
HuMENA for Human Rights and Civic Engagement 
International Campaign for Freedom in the UAE (ICFUAE) 
International Center for Justice and Human Rights (ICJHR) 
MENA Rights Group 
REDRESS Trust 
Rights Realization Centre 
Salam for Democracy and Human Rights 
World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) 



 
 

 بیذعتلل ضرعتلا رطخ ھجاوی ثیح رصم ىلإ نامثع_فیرش# يسایسلا دقانلا میلست مدع تاراملإا ىلع يغبنی
 
 ثیح ،رصم ىلإ نامثع فیرش لیحرت مدع ىلع ةدحتملا ةیبرعلا تاراملإا ةلود تاطلس ثحن ،هاندأ ةعقوملا تامظنملا ،نحن

 ةداعلإا مدع أدبملً اكاھتنا میلستلا لكشی دق .ناسنلإا قوقح تاكاھتنا نم هریغو بیذعتلل ضرعتلا رطخل ةضرع نوكیس
 ثحن امك .2012 ماع ذنم اھیف فرط تاراملإا يتلاو ،بیذعتلا ةضھانم ةیقافتا نم 3 ةداملا يف ھیلع صوصنملا ةیرسقلا
 ً.اروف نامثع نع جارفلإا ىلع تاراملإا
 

 .بویتویلا ىلع ھتانق ىلع كلذ يف امب ،ةیرصملا ةموكحلا حیرص لكشب دقتنی ناك ،يرصملا شیجلا يف قباس طباض وھ نامثع
 رفاس ،2022ربمفون 4 خیرات يف .ستسوشتاسام ةیلاو يف میقیو ،رصمو ةدحتملا تایلاولل ةجودزملا ةیسنجلا نامثع لمحی
 سبلام نایدتری نلاجر ھنم برتقا نیح معطم جراخ نامثع ناك ،ربمفون 6 يف يأ ،نیموی دعبو .ةیلئاع ةرایز يف يبد ىلإ
 نجس ىلإ ربمفون 8 يف ھلقن لبق يبد يف ةطرشلا رقم يف ھلاقتعا مت .امھب قاحللا ھنم اوبلطو ءادوس ةرایس نادوقیو ةیندم
 .نلآا ىتحً ازجتحم لازی لا ثیح ،يزكرملا يبد
 
 يتلاو نامثعل ویدیف عطاقم ىلإ ضماغ لكشب ریشی ناك امنیب ،رصم لبق نم بولطم ھنأب ماعلا بئانلا ھغلبأ ،ربمفون 8 يف
 ً،اقلطم لاقتعلال ضرعتی ملو 2020 ماع يف يبد ىلإً اقباس رفاس نامثع نأ امب ،كلذ عمو .2019 ماع ىلإ اھخیرات دوعی
 وج يكیرملأا سیئرلا ةرایز للاخ ،2022 ربمفون 11 يف ةیملسلا تاجاجتحلال ھتوعد ىلعً ادر ناك ھلاقتعا نأ ھتلئاع دقتعت
 .)COP27( خانملا ریغتل ةدحتملا مملأا رمتؤم روضحل رصم ىلإ ندیاب
 
 يف ھقح ةسرامم نم ھتعنم يتلا قئاوعلا نم دیدعلا ھجاوو ،ھلاقتعا ةیعرش يف نعطلا يف ھقح نم نامثع مرحُ ،ھلاقتعا ذنم
 .نجسلا يف ھترایزب دعب مقی مل يذلا وھو ،مٍاحم عم لصاوتلا
 
 30 ةدمل نامثع لاقتعا دیدمت مت ،ربمفون 30 يف .لماش میلست بلط میدقتلً اموی 30 ةیرصملا تاطلسلا ةماعلا ةباینلا تحنمو
 بلط ىلع ءًانب لوبرتنلإا نع ةرداص ءارمح ةرشن ىلع ءًانب ناك ھلاقتعا نأ ةیادبلا يف غلبُأ ھنأ نم مغرلا ىلع .ىرخأً اموی
 ةسسؤم يھو ،برعلا ةیلخادلا ءارزو سلجم للاخ نم اھمیمعت مت ةركذملا نأ نیبت ثیحً اقحلا كلذ حیضوت مت دقف ،رصم
 .ةیبرعلا لودلا ةعماجل ةعبات
 
 نیبولطملا میلست طقف رظحت يتلا ،يئاضقلا نواعتلل ةیبرعلا ضایرلا ةیقافتا يف نافرط رصمو ةدحتملا ةیبرعلا تاراملإا
 .ةبلاطلا ةلودلا يف بیذعتلا رطاخم رابتعلاا يف ذخأت لا اھنكل ،"يسایس عباط تاذ ةمیرجل"
 
 ةدحتملا مملأا ءاربخ ثح ،2022 ویلوی يف بیذعتلا ةضھانم ةنجل لبق نم ةدحتملا ةیبرعلا تاراملإا ةلود لجس ةعجارم دعب
 وأ صخش يأ درط مدع نم ةسرامملاو نوناقلا يف دكأتلاو ةیقافتلاا نم 3 ةداملا بجومب اھتامازتلاب دیقتلا ]أ[" ىلع ةلودلا
 ءوس وأ بیذعتلل ضرعتلا رطخ يف نوكیس ھنأب داقتعلال ةیرھوج بابسأ دجوت ثیح ىرخأ ةلود ىلإ ھمیلست وأ ھتداعإ
 ."ةلماعملا
 
 دض كلذ يف امب ،رصم يف ةرشتنم ةلماعملا ءوس بورض نم هریغو بیذعتلا ةسرامم نأ ىلإ ةراشلإا ردجت ،ددصلا اذھ يف
 نأ ةدحتملا مملأل ةعباتلا بیذعتلا ةضھانم ةنجل تدجو ،2017 ماع يف .نییملسلا نیرھاظتملاو داقنلاو ةضراعملا زومر



 ةسرامم بیذعتلا نأب ھنم رفم لا جاتنتسا ىلإ يدؤت" ةدحتملا مملأا رداصمو ةیموكحلا ریغ تامظنملا اھتمدق يتلا تامولعملا
 ."رصم يف ةیجھنم
 
 ھنإف ،بویتویلا ىلع ھتانق ىلع ھتاسایسل ھتضراعم نع ربع نأ دعبو ،يسیسلا حاتفلا دبع يرصملا سیئرللً ادقان نامثع نوك
 ھلیحرت مدع ىلع وً اروف ھحارس قلاطإ ىلع ةیتاراملإا تاطلسلا هاندأ نوعقوملا ثحی وحنلا اذھ ىلعو ً،ادیازتمً ارطخ ھجاوی
 .رصم ىلإ
 
 :نوعقوملا
 (Access Now) وان ساسكأ
 (ICFUAE) تاراملإا يف ةیرحلل ةیلودلا ةلمحلا
 )DAWN( يبرعلا ملاعلل نلآا ةیطارقمیدلا
 (ALQST) ناسنلإا قوقحل طسقلا
 (ICJHR) ناسنلإا قوقحو ةلادعلل يلودلا زكرملا
 )OMCT( بیذعتلا ةضھانمل ةیملاعلا ةمظنملا

 (AVT-UAE) تاراملإا يف بیذعتلا ایاحض ةیعمج
 ً لاوأ ناسنلإا قوقح
 (Detained International)  لانوشانرتنا دنیاتید
 (Redress) سردیر
 ناسنلاا قوقحو ةیطارقمیدلل ملاس
  (CIVICUS) سوكیفیس
  (FairSquare) ریوكس ریف
 (Committee for Justice) ستسج روف يتیموك
 )AFTE( ریبعتلاو ركفلا ةیرح ةسسؤم
 )HRF( ناسنلإا قوقح ةسسؤم
  ةیرحلا ةردابم
 (GCHR) ناسنلإا قوقحل جیلخلا زكرم
  قوقحلا لامعإ زكرم
 )EDAC( تاراملإا يلقتعم ةرصانم زكرم
  ناسنلإا قوقحل اّنم
 ةیلودلا وفعلا ةمظنم
  (ACAT – France) اسنرف – بیذعتلا ىلع ءاضقلا لجأ نم يحیسملا لمعلا ةمظنم
  19 ةداملا ةمظنم 
 ةیندملا ةكراشملاو ناسنلاا قوقحل انیمویھ ةمظنم
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


