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! Reuters, 'Myanmar reports first cases of coronavirus', 23 March 2020, available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-

coronavirus-myanmar/myanmar-reports-first-cases-of-coronavirus-idUSKBN21BOHB.

’Aung Zaw, 'The Myanmar Govt Has Been Spared a Real Test on Coronavirus—but No One's Luck Lasts Forever', Irrawaddy, 16

March 2020, available at: https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/myanmar-govt-spared-real-test-coronavirus-no-

ones-luck-lasts-forever.html; Phil Robertson, Human Rights Watch, ‘Myanmar Denials Define COVID-19 Response’, 17 March

2020, available at: hrw.org/news/2020/03/17/myanmar-denials-define-covid-19-response.

® Khine Lin Kyaw and Philip Heijmans, ‘Myanmar's poorest take coronavirus fight into their own hands’, Bloomberg, 14 May

2020, available at: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-13/diy-lockdowns-and-barricades-how-myanmar-is-

fighting-the-virus.

oqﬁ @GS §C czalenlsH] O‘?[‘_B ool 095835 1 https://mohs.gov.mm/page/2966 (reviewed 27 July 2020).
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https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020.04.17-Myanmar-Election-Briefing-Paper-final.pdf.
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8 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), ASEAN Human Rights Declaration, 18 November 2012.

® Human Rights Committee (HR Committee), General Comment No. 34, CCPR/C/GC/34, 12 September 2011, paras. 21-36.
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myanmarmix.com/en/articles/facebook-user-faces-sedition-charge-for-criticising-aung-san-suu-kyi.

10 See, e.g., Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, Cases Related to COVID-19 pandemic, May 2020, available at:
aappb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Chronology-of-COVID-19-in-May-English.pdf.

1 'Facebook user faces sedition charge for criticising Aung San Suu Kyi', 15 May 2020, Myanmar Miyx, available at:

https:
https:
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12 Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, ‘Cases Related to COVID-19 Pandemic For May 2020’ available at:

https://aappb.org/2020/06/11306/.

*The Voice, 16 July 2020, available at: http://thevoicemyanmar.com/news/42553-ndf.

! See, ARTICLE 19, 'Myanmar Briefing Paper: Criminalisation of Free Expression’, May 2019, available at:

https://www.article19.org/resources/myanmar-criminalisation-of-free-expression/.

> Human Rights Watch, ‘Myanmar: 3 Charged for COVID-19 Street Art’, 8 April 2020, available at:

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/08/myanmar-3-charged-covid-19-street-art.

16 Zaw Zaw Htwe, ‘Artists Freed After Anti-Buddhist Claims Dropped Against COVID-19 Mural in Myanmar’, Irrawaddy, 17 July

2020, available at: https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/artists-freed-anti-buddhist-claims-dropped-covid-19-mural-

myanmar.html.
¥ Human Rights Committee (HR Committee), General Comment No. 34, CCPR/C/GC/34, 12 September 2011; Rabat Plan of
action on the prohibition of advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination,

hostility of violence, UN Doc. A/HRC/22/17/Add .4, 5 October 2012.
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* See, Human Rights Committee (HR Committee), General Comment No. 34, CCPR/C/GC/34, 12 September 2011.
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Countering “"Hate Speech”, February 2020, available at: https:

Al19-Hate-Speech-Law-Policy-Paper-final-3.pdf.
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www.article19.org/wp-

3 ARTICLE 19, ‘Myanmar Briefing Paper: Countering “"Hate Speech™, February 2020, available at: https:

content/uploads/2020/05/2020.02.04-A19-Hate-Speech-Law-Policy-Paper-final-3.pdf.



https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2020.02.04-A19-Hate-Speech-Law-Policy-Paper-final-3.pdf
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2020.02.04-A19-Hate-Speech-Law-Policy-Paper-final-3.pdf
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* ARTICLE 19, ‘A healthy knowledge: Right to information and the right to health’, 27 September 2012,

https://www.article19.org/resources/healthy-knowledge-right-information-right-health/.

> UN, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 12,

https://treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1976/01/19760103%2009-57%20PM/Ch IV 03.pdf.

5 OHCHR, Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) general comment no. 14: The right to the highest
attainable standard of health (Art. 12), 11 August 2000, available at: https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4538838d0.pdf.

37 OHCHR, Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) general comment no. 14: The right to the highest
attainable standard of health (Art. 12), 11 August 2000, https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4538838d0.pdf.

*8 UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health, Anand Grover. Addendum: Mission to Japan, A/HRC/23/41/Add.3, 31 July
2013, https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session23/A-HRC-23-41- Add3 en.pdf.



https://www.article19.org/resources/healthy-knowledge-right-information-right-health/
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1976/01/19760103%2009-57%20PM/Ch_IV_03.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4538838d0.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4538838d0.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session23/A-HRC-23-41-%20Add3_en.pdf
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9 ARTICLE 19, ‘Report: The right to information and natural resources in Myanmar', 31 July 2019, available at:

https://www.article19.org/resources/myanmar-the-right-to-information-and-natural-resources/.

“0 Phil Robertson, Human Rights Watch, ‘Myanmar Denials Define COVID-19 Response’, 17 March 2020, available at:

hrw.org/news/2020/03/17/myanmar-denials-define-covid-19-response.

“ See, e.g, Lapyae Ko, Facebook post, 23 January 2020, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/100009392004396/posts/2560218004301241/; Hein Thar, ‘Blocked numbers and no access: the

challenges of reporting a pandemic’, Frontier, 6 July 2020, available at: https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/blocked-numbers-

and-no-access-the-challenges-of-reporting-a-pandemic/.



https://www.article19.org/resources/myanmar-the-right-to-information-and-natural-resources/
http://hrw.org/news/2020/03/17/myanmar-denials-define-covid-19-response
https://www.facebook.com/100009392004396/posts/2560218004301241/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/blocked-numbers-and-no-access-the-challenges-of-reporting-a-pandemic/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/blocked-numbers-and-no-access-the-challenges-of-reporting-a-pandemic/
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3 COVID-19 méeq}(ﬂm’)ma’aogco 2000C8 nq]ms'am(ﬁogeo]gc é?ﬁé oorSoo(YSQ oeoamd]m ARTICLE 19, ‘Ensuring the Public’s

Right to Know in the COVID-19 Pandemic,' May 2020, available at: https://www.article19.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/05/Ensuring-the-Publics-Right-to-Know-in-the-Covid-19-Pandemic_Final-13.05.20.pdf.

“* ARTICLE 19, ‘Ensuring the Public’s Right tKnow in the COVID-19 Pandemic’, May 2020, available at:

https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Ensuring-the-Publics-Right-to-Know-in-the-Covid-19-Pandemic Final-

13.05.20.pdf.
% See e.g, Global New Light of Myanmar, ‘Inter-ministerial coordination committee meets for preventing 2019 Novel

Coronavirus’, 13 February 2020, available at: https://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/inter-ministerial-coordination-

committee-meets-for-preventing-2019-novel-coronavirus/, Global New Light of Myanmar, ‘Central Committee on Prevention,

Control and Treatment on COVID-19 holds 2nd meeting’, 24 April 2020, available at:


https://mohs.gov.mm/page/2966
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Ensuring-the-Publics-Right-to-Know-in-the-Covid-19-Pandemic_Final-13.05.20.pdf
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Ensuring-the-Publics-Right-to-Know-in-the-Covid-19-Pandemic_Final-13.05.20.pdf
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Ensuring-the-Publics-Right-to-Know-in-the-Covid-19-Pandemic_Final-13.05.20.pdf
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Ensuring-the-Publics-Right-to-Know-in-the-Covid-19-Pandemic_Final-13.05.20.pdf
https://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/inter-ministerial-coordination-committee-meets-for-preventing-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/inter-ministerial-coordination-committee-meets-for-preventing-2019-novel-coronavirus/
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https://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/central-committee-on-prevention-control-and-treatment-on-covid-19-holds-2nd-
meeting/.
46 Charltons, COVID-19 Myanmar Relief Measures, available at: https://www.charltonsmyanmar.com/covid-19-myanmar-relief-

measures/.

4 poed - o§m05§§ QGSQ‘;)SC\DGSISO$@SS'):?(‘$ @ésﬁ https://tourism.gov.mm/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-

S c.C. 9. . e,
announcement/; O’JO’.)(Dj&CB) Q&lo()(%’,)oC\J)GGlaOc?@nS’)? -

L

https://www.facebook.com/402576259861147/posts/3023014547817292/.

8 eoeo - O’%O’Josjéé 9%8&8’.)8(\7)86130%@853?(}:) @é&l%- https://tourism.gov.mm/announcement 9th april/.
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49 ARTICLE 19, 'Myanmar: Restriction on expression in communicable diseases bill would undermine COVID-19 response’, 12

May 2020, available at: https://www.article19.org/resources/myanmar-restriction-on-expression-in-communicable-diseases-bill-

would-undermine-covid-19-response/.

°0 ARTICLE 19, ‘Myanmar: One year on, Internet shutdown imperils human rights in Myanmar’, 19 June 2020, available at:

https://www.article19.org/resources/myanmar-one-year-on-internet-shutdown-imperils-human-rights-in-myanmar/.

51 Lei Lei, ‘Myanmar Govt Restores Internet in Rakhine, Locals Complain of Weak Signal’, Irrawaddy, 5 August 2020,
available at: https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-govt-restores-internet-rakhine-locals-complain-weak-
signal.html.

52 Dr Nay Lin Tun, ‘Rakhine is in a State of Emergency’, Frontier, 24 August 2020, available at:
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/rakhine-is-in-a-state-of-emergency/;Kaung Hset Naing, ‘Complacency turns to fear
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in Rakhine State amid fresh COVID-19 outbreak’ Frontier, 23 August 2020, available at:
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/complacency-turns-to-fear-in-rakhine-state-amid-fresh-covid-19-outbreak/.

> Freedom House, 'Freedom on the Net 2018: Myanmar,’ available at:

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedomnet/2018/myanmar.

** Human Rights Watch, ‘Myanmar: End World's Longest Internet Shutdown’, 19 June 2020, available at:

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/19/myanmar-end-worlds-longest-internet-shutdown.

>* Isobel Asher Hamilton, ‘Myanmar has had an internet blackout for a year. Some of its citizens still don't know there's a

pandemic’, Business Insider, 25 June 2020, available at: https://www.businessinsider.com/myanmar-internet-shutdown-people-

unaware-coronavirus-pandemic-2020-6.

° ARTICLE 19, ‘Briefing Paper: Myanmar's Internet Shutdown in Rakhine and Chin States’, 2 August 2019, available at:

https://www.article19.org/resources/briefing-myanmars-internet-shutdown-in-rakhine-and-chin-states/.

°” Human Rights Watch, Myanmar: End Unlawful Internet Restrictions, 27 July 2020, available at:

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/27/myanmar-end-unlawful-internet-restrictions#.
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*% David Kaye, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; Harlem
Désir, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media and Edison Lanza, IACHR Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression,
‘COVID-19: Governments must promote and protect access to and free flow of information during pandemic — International
experts’, 19 March 2020, available at:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25729&LangID=E.

** Human Rights Council, 'The promotion, protection and enjoyment of human rights on the Internet’, UN Doc A/HRC/32/L.20,
27 June 2016, para 10.
% Yanghee Lee, ‘Myanmar: UN expert 'fears for civilians' after Internet shutdown’, 24 June 2019, available at:

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24733&LangID=E.

°1 ARTICLE 19, ‘Briefing Paper: Myanmar's Internet Shutdown in Rakhine and Chin States’, 2 August 2019, available at:
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2019.08.01-Myanmar-Internet-Shutdown-briefing-.pdf.

62 ARTICLE 19, 'Myanmar: Immediately lift ban on ethnic news websites’, 1 April 2020, available at:

https://www.article19.org/resources/myanmar-immediately-lift-ban-on-ethnic-news-websites/.
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% Thompson Chau, ‘Telenor follows Myanmar orders to block alleged “fake news” sites’, Myanmar Times, 31 March 2020,

% Telenor, 'Directive from authorities to block additional websites in Myanmar’, 11 July 2020,

available at: https:

https:


https://www.mmtimes.com/news/telenor-follows-myanmar-orders-block-alleged-fake-news-sites.html
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6> ARTICLE 19, ‘Myanmar: Restriction on expression in communicable diseases bill would undermine COVID-19 response’,

Myanmar Times, 12 May 2020, available at: https://www.article19.org/resources/myanmar-restriction-on-expression-in-

communicable-diseases-bill-would-undermine-covid-19-response/.

° Thompson Chau, ‘Millions in Myanmar risk having mobile phones cut off after SIM registration deadline’, 29 April 2020,

available at: https://www.mmtimes.com/news/millions-myanmar-risk-having-mobile-phones-cut-after-sim-registration-

deadline.html.

®” Telenor, ‘Open letter to everyone disconnected on 30 June’, 1 July 2020, available at:
https://www.telenor.com.mm/en/article/open-letter-everyone-disconnected-30-june.

8 UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Opinion and Expression, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, OAS Special
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and ACHPR Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information,

‘Joint declaration on freedom of expression and the Internet’, 1 June 2011, available at: https://www.osce.org/fom/78309.

¥ Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/29/32, 22 May 2015; Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/38/35, 13 July 2018.
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/' Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/32/13, 18 July 2016.

1 Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, ‘Announcement on laws to be abided by people in time of COVID-19

crisis’ 29 March 2020, available at: https://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/announcement-on-laws-to-be-abided-by-

people-in-time-of-covid-19-crisis/.

72 Republic of the Union of Myanmar Ministry of Health and Sports , Order No 37/2020, 9th Waning 1381 ME (16 April 2020),

available at: https://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/republic-of-the-union-of-myanmar-ministry-of-health-and-sports/.

73 Zeyar Hein, 'Recommendation letters required for domestic travel in Myanmar’, Myanmar Times, 16 June 2020, available at:

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/recommendation-letters-required-domestic-travel-myanmar.html.

4 Human Rights Watch, ‘Myanmar: Hundreds Jailed for Covid-19 Violations’, 28 May 2020, available at:

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/28/myanmar-hundreds-jailed-covid-19-violations.
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’7UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, ‘COVID-19 guidance’,
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/COVID19Guidance.aspx.

/8 ARTICLE 19, ‘Coronavirus: Emergency powers must be kept in check’, 20 March 2020, available at:

https://www.article19.org/resources/covid-19-emergency-powers-must-be-kept-in-check/.
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free almost 25,000 prisoners in largest amnesty in years', Reuters, 16 April 2020, available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-

health-coronavirus-myanmar-prisoners/myanmar-to-free-almost-25000-prisoners-in-largest-amnesty-in-years-

idUSKBN21Z0FR.

81 San Yamin Aung, ‘Over 8,000 Citizens Prosecuted in Myanmar for COVID-19 Breaches', Irrawaddy, 19 June 2020, available at:

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/8000-citizens-prosecuted-myanmar-covid-19-breaches.html.

82 Zaw Zaw Htwe, Pastors Arrested for Holding Gatherings Amid Myanmar's COVID-19 Restrictions, Jrrawaddly, 20 May 2020,

available at: https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/pastors-arrested-holding-gatherings-amid-myanmars-

covid-19-restrictions.html.

8 Zarni Mann, 'Myanmar Muslims Jailed For COVID-19 Rules Breach', Irrawaddy, 9 May 2020, available at:

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-muslims-jailed-covid-19-rules-breach.html.
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