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1 All UPR Recommendations and responses to them cited in this submission are taken from the 2nd cycle of the UPR, as reflected in the Report of 
the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, Eritrea, A/HRC/26/13; available at https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/131/29/PDF/G1413129.pdf?OpenElement and in the Addendum to the Report of the Working Group on the 
Universal Periodic Review, Eritrea, A/HRC/26/13/Add.1; available at https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/054/51/PDF/G1405451.pdf?OpenElement  
2 122.73 (Somalia); 122.74 (Togo); 122.75. (Chad); 122.76 (Paraguay); 122.79 (Kenya); 122.81 (Gabon); 122.82 (Ghana);122.98 (Turkey);  
3 122.72 (Netherlands); 122.77 (Portugal); 122.78 (Tunisia); 122.80 (Germany); 122.83 (Latvia); 122.84 (Somalia); 122.85 (Uruguay); 122.86 
(Republic of Korea); 122.87 (Ireland);122.88 (Portugal); 122.89 (Czech Republic); 122.90 (Brazil); 122.91 (Norway); 122.92 (Romania);  
122.93 (South Sudan); 122.94 (Togo); 122.95 (Italy); 122.96. (Montenegro); 122.97 (Sweden); 122.99 (Portugal); 122.100. (Namibia); 122.101 
(France); 122.102 (Australia); 122.103 (Botswana); 122.104 (Belgium); 122.105 (Namibia); 
4Press briefing note on attacks/threats by States against UN human rights experts, Spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
21 November 2017; available at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22421&LangID=E  

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/131/29/PDF/G1413129.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/131/29/PDF/G1413129.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/054/51/PDF/G1405451.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/054/51/PDF/G1405451.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22421&LangID=E
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5 Communication 250/02 Liesbeth Zegveld and Mussie Ephrem/Eritrea, 20 November 2003; available at: 
http://www.achpr.org/communications/decision/250.02/ 
6 Communication 275/03 Article 19/Eritrea, 30 May 2007; available at: http://www.achpr.org/communications/decision/275.03/   
7  Communication 428/12 Dawit Isaak v Republic of Eritrea, 27 April 2018; available at: http://www.achpr.org/communications/decision/428.12/   
8 122.22 (Czech Republic); 122.107 (Mexico); 122.31 (Tunisia); 122.32 (Uruguay); 122.41 (Ghana); 122.43 (Philippines); 122.158 (Japan); 122.159 
(Lithuania); 122.160 (Belgium); 122.162 (Botswana).  
9 122.30 (Australia); 122.33 (Republic of Korea); 122.34 (Slovakia); 122.35 (Somalia); 122.36 (Sweden); 122.37 (Namibia); 122.38 (Germany); 
122.40 (Switzerland); 122.161 (United States of America); 122.164 (Czech Republic); 122.167 (Estonia); 

http://www.achpr.org/communications/decision/250.02/
http://www.achpr.org/communications/decision/275.03/
http://www.achpr.org/communications/decision/428.12/
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10 Article 19 (2) Every person shall have the freedom of speech and expression, including freedom of the press and other media; Article 19 (3) Every 
citizen shall have the right of access to information. 
11 http://www.shabait.com/news/local-news/18766-president-isaias-conducts-interview-with-national-media-outlets-focusing-on-domestic-affairs-in-
connection-with-the-new-year- 
12 Penal Code of the State Eritrea, 2015; [unofficial English translation] available at: 
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/101051/121587/F567697075/ERI101051%20Eng.pdf  
13 Criminal Procedure Code of the State of Eritrea, 2015; [unofficial English translation] available at: 
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/101053/121589/F-308052584/ERI101053%20Eng.pdf   
14 The HR Committee has made clear that custodial penalties are never proportionate penalties for defamation, and that States should consider the 
complete decriminalisation of defamation. See: HR Committee, General Comment No. 34, CCPR/C/GC/34, 12 September 2011, at para. 47.   
15 Ibid, at para. 38.  

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/101051/121587/F567697075/ERI101051%20Eng.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/101053/121589/F-308052584/ERI101053%20Eng.pdf
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16 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/sep/18/eritrea-is-a-prison-state-no-wonder-so-many-are-desperate-to-escape 
17 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, 25 June 2018, A/HRC/38/50, at paras 35-37.  
18 Ibid. at paras. 36(b) and 37(b) 
19122.67 (Canada); 122.152 (Belgium);  
20122.121 (Tunisia); 122.155 (Spain); 122.163 (Sweden); 122.164 (Czech Republic); 122.165 (Austria); 122.166 (Belgium); 122.167 (Estonia); 
122.148 (Norway);  
 
 



5 
 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

 

 

                                                           

21 See, Eritrea: A nation silenced, ARTICLE 19, June 2013, https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/3494/Eritrea-a-Nation-Silence.pdf at 
p.10 
22 See, Interactive Dialogue with the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, 38th Session of the UN Human Rights 
Council, 26 June 2018, available at: http://webtv.un.org/en/ga/watch/id-sr-on-human-rights-in-eritrea-17th-meeting-38th-regular-session-human-
rights-council-/5801987527001/?term=?lanfrench&sort=date   
23 The 18 journalists were the subject of the aforementioned communication 275/03 to the ACHPR, ARTICLE 19 v Eritrea. The group of journalists 
included: Ghebrehiwet Keleta, a news writer for Tsigenay; Selamyinghes Beyene, reporter for the weekly Meqaleh; Binyam Haile of Haddas Eritrea; 
Yosef Mohamed Ali, chief editor of Tsigenay; Seyoum Tsehaye, freelance editor and photographer and former Director of Eritrean State Television 
(ETV);  Temesgen Gebreyesus, reporter for Keste Debena; Mattewos Habteab, editor of Meqaleh; Dawit Habtemicheal, assistant chief editor, 
Meqaleh; Medhanie Haile, assistant chief editor, Keste Debena; Fessahye Yohannes (or Joshua) editor-in-chief of Setit; Said Abdulkadir, chief 
editor of Admas; Amanuel Asrat, chief editor of Zemen; Dawit Isaak, contributor to Setit; Hamid Mohammed Said, ETV; Saleh Aljezeeri, Eritrean 
state radio; and Simret Seyoum, a writer and general manager for Setit. 
24 “Eritrea's foreign minister denies rights abuses, blames Ethiopia for clashes”, Radio France International, 21 June 2016; available at: 
 http://en.rfi.fr/africa/20160621-eritrea-foreign-minister-denies-human-rights-abuses-clashes-ethiopia-disappeared-act 

https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/3494/Eritrea-a-Nation-Silence.pdf
http://webtv.un.org/en/ga/watch/id-sr-on-human-rights-in-eritrea-17th-meeting-38th-regular-session-human-rights-council-/5801987527001/?term=?lanfrench&sort=date
http://webtv.un.org/en/ga/watch/id-sr-on-human-rights-in-eritrea-17th-meeting-38th-regular-session-human-rights-council-/5801987527001/?term=?lanfrench&sort=date
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25 122.164 (Czech Republic);122.167 (Estonia) 
26 http://www.internetlivestats.com/internet-users/eritrea/ 
27 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, A/HRC/35/39, 24 July 2017, at para 29.  
28 https://rsf.org/en/reports/beset-online-surveillance-and-content-filtering-netizens-fight 


