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1  Anti-Fake News Act 2018, Act 803, date of royal assent 9 April 2018; available at: 
http://www.federalgazette.agc.gov.my/outputaktap/20180411_803_BI_WJW010830%20BI.pdf  
2 See, for example: ARTICLE 19, Malaysia: Communications and Multimedia Act, 24 March 2017; available at: 
https://www.article19.org/resources/malaysia-communications-multimedia-act/  

 ARTILCE 19, Malaysia: joint submission to the UPR, 5 April 2018; available at: 

https://www.article19.org/resources/malaysia-joint-submission-universal-periodic-review/  
4  ARTICLE 19, Free speech concerns amid the ‘fake news’ fad, 18 January 2018; available at: 
https://www.article19.org/resources/free-speech-concerns-amid-fake-news-fad/  
5  Singapore starts landmark public hearing on fake news, Reuters, 14 March 2018; available at: 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-singapore-politics-fakenews/singapore-starts-landmark-public-hearing-on-fake-
news-idUSKCN1GQ18C  

http://www.federalgazette.agc.gov.my/outputaktap/20180411_803_BI_WJW010830%20BI.pdf
https://www.article19.org/resources/malaysia-communications-multimedia-act/
https://www.article19.org/resources/malaysia-joint-submission-universal-periodic-review/
https://www.article19.org/resources/free-speech-concerns-amid-fake-news-fad/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-singapore-politics-fakenews/singapore-starts-landmark-public-hearing-on-fake-news-idUSKCN1GQ18C
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-singapore-politics-fakenews/singapore-starts-landmark-public-hearing-on-fake-news-idUSKCN1GQ18C
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 ARTICLE 19 joint UPR submission, op. cit., at para. 5.   

 See, for example: Convention on the Rights of the Child, at Article 13; Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, at Article 21. 
 Through its adoption in a resolution of the UN General Assembly, the UDHR is not strictly binding on states. 

However, many of its provisions are regarded as having acquired legal force as customary international law since 
its adoption in 1948; see: Filartiga v. Pena-Irala, 630 F. 2d 876 (1980) (US Circuit Court of Appeals, 2nd circuit).  

 The ICCPR has 167 States parties, excluding Malaysia.  

 See HR Committee, General Comment No. 34 on Article 19: Freedoms of opinion and expression, 

CCPR/C/GC/34, 12 September 2011, para 11.  
 Ibid., at paras. 22 and 34.  
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12 General Comment No. 34, op. cit., at para 30.   
13 Ibid., at para. 28. 
14 Ibid., at para. 38.  
15 Joint Declaration on Freedom of Expression and “Fake News”, Disinformation and Propaganda, adopted by the 
UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) Representative on Freedom of the Media, the Organization of American States (OAS) Special Rapporteur 
on Freedom of Expression and the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) Special 
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information, 3 March 2017. 
16 Ibid.  
17 HRC Resolution 20/8 on the Internet and Human Rights, A/HRC/RES/20/8, June 2012. 
18 General Comment No. 34, op cit., at paras 12, 39, 43. 

https://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/38653/en/joint-declaration-on-freedom-of-expression-and-%E2%80%9Cfake-news%E2%80%9D,-disinformation-and-propaganda
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 Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights: Implementing the United Nations “Protect, Respect and 

Remedy” Framework (The Ruggie Principles), A/HRC/17/31, 21 March 2011, Annex. The UN Human Rights 
Council endorsed the guiding principles in HRC resolution 17/4, A/HRC/RES/17/14, 16 June 2011.   
20 Report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of expression, 16 May 2011, A/HRC/17/27, paras. 75-76. 
21 Report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of expression, 11 May 2016, A/HRC/32/38; para 40 – 44,  
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid., para. 43. 
24 Ibid.  
25 2017 Joint Declaration, op. cit.  
26 Manilla Principles on Intermediary Liability; available at: https://www.manilaprinciples.org/  

https://www.manilaprinciples.org/
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27 2017 Joint Declaration, op. cit.  
28 2017 Joint Declaration, op. cit.  



Malaysia: “Anti-Fake News Act” 

ARTICLE 19 – Free Word Centre, 60 Farringdon Rd, London EC1R 3GA – www.article19.org – +44 20 7324 2500 
Page 11 of 18 

 

29 ARTICLE 19, Defining defamation: Principles of freedom of expression and protection of reputation, 2017; 
available at: https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/38641/Defamation-Principles-(online)-.pdf  

 Ibid., at principle 10 and 12.  

https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/38641/Defamation-Principles-(online)-.pdf
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31 Op. cit.  
32 Joint UPR Submission, op. cit.  
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 General Comment No. 34, op. cit., at para. 43.  
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 Ruggie principles, op. cit.  

 Report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, June 2013, A/HRC/23/39, 

at paras. 19 and 20. 
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36 Malaysia: Drop charges against independent news portal Malaysiakini, ARTICLE 19, 18 May 2017; available at: 
https://www.article19.org/resources/malaysia-drop-charges-against-independent-news-portal-malaysiakini/ 

https://www.article19.org/resources/malaysia-drop-charges-against-independent-news-portal-malaysiakini/
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