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1140.151 (Norway) 
2 140.26 (United States of America) 
3 (1) Russian Federal Law 375-FЗ dated July 6, 2016 ‘On Making Changes into the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation and into the Criminal Procedural 

Code of the Russian Federation in Part Establishing Additional Measures On Counteracting Terrorism and Ensuring Public Safety’ 
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_201087/   
(2) Russian Federal Law 374-FЗ dated July 6, 2016 ‘On Making Changes into the Federal Law on Counteracting Terrorism and Separate Legal Acts of the 
Russian Federation in Part Establishing Additional Measures On Counteracting Terrorism and Ensuring Public Safety’ 
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_201078/  
4ICNL, ‘Overview of the Package of Changes into a Number of Laws of the Russian Federation Designed to Provide for Additional Measures to Counteract 

Terrorism’, July 21, 2016,  http://www.icnl.org/research/library/files/Russia/Yarovaya.pdf  
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5 SOVA Centre, Freedom of Conscience in Russia: Restrictions and Challenges in 2016, May 2017, http://www.sova-

center.ru/en/religion/publications/2017/05/d36996/  
6 5 Federal Law № 136-FZ of June 29, 2014 “On Amendments to Article 148 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation and separate legislative acts of 

the Russian Federation against Offending Religious Feelings of Citizens [Федеральный закон № 136-ФЗ от 29 июня 2013 г. “О внесении изменений в 
статью 148 Уголовного кодекса Российской Федерации и отдельные законодательные акты Российской Федерации в целях противодействия 
оскорблению религиозных убеждений и чувств граждан”], http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_148270/  
7 Federal Law № 136-FЗ, ‘On Amendments to Article 148 of the Russian Federation Criminal Code and Certain Legislative Acts of the Russian Federation in 

the Aim of Protecting Religious Convictions and Feelings of Citizens Against Insults’ (goo.gl/YzJ5rp, accessed 18/08/2017)  
8 Federal Law № 274-FЗ from 21 July 2014, ‘Оn the introduction of changes to Article 280-1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation’ 

(https://goo.gl/sanXSd, accessed 18/08/2017)  
9 Federal Law № 128-FZ from May 5, 2014 “On Amendments to Separate Legislative Acts of the Russian Federation” 

http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_162575/  
10 Human Rights Watch interview with Alexander Verkhovsky, head of SOVA Center, Moscow, July 13, 2017. See: Human Rights Watch, ‘Online and on All 

Fronts Russia’s Assault on Freedom of Expression’, July 2017 https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/russiafoe0717_web_2.pdf  
11 Sova Centre, The Far-Right. Crimes and punishments. First half of 2017, August 2017, http://www.sova-center.ru/en/xenophobia/reports-

analyses/2017/08/d37744/  
12 Ibid 
13 A Russian social media site 
14 Human Rights Watch, ‘Dispatches: The Crime of Speaking Up in Russia, December 2015 https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/12/22/dispatches-crime-

speaking-russia  
15 Sova Centre, Brief Report on Misuse of Anti-Extremist Legislation in January - August 2017 http://www.sova-center.ru/en/misuse/reports-

analyses/2017/09/d37819/  

http://www.sova-center.ru/en/religion/publications/2017/05/d36996/
http://www.sova-center.ru/en/religion/publications/2017/05/d36996/
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_148270/
https://goo.gl/YzJ5rp
http://pravo.gov.ru/proxy/ips/?docbody=&link_id=0&nd=102356125&bpa=cd00000&bpas=cd00000&intelsearch=%EE%F2+21+%E8%FE%EB%FF+2014+%E3.++N++274-%D4%C7++&firstDoc=1
https://goo.gl/sanXSd
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_162575/
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/russiafoe0717_web_2.pdf
http://www.sova-center.ru/en/xenophobia/reports-analyses/2017/08/d37744/
http://www.sova-center.ru/en/xenophobia/reports-analyses/2017/08/d37744/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/12/22/dispatches-crime-speaking-russia
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/12/22/dispatches-crime-speaking-russia
http://www.sova-center.ru/en/misuse/reports-analyses/2017/09/d37819/
http://www.sova-center.ru/en/misuse/reports-analyses/2017/09/d37819/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
16 Federal List of Extremism Materials (Compiled 25/08/2017) http://minjust.ru/sites/default/files/ekstremizm_2_6_3_1_0_0_1_7_1_1_0_8.docx  
17 Human Rights Watch, ‘Online and on All Fronts Russia’s Assault on Freedom of Expression’, July 2017 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/russiafoe0717_web_2.pdf  
18 140.146 (Mexico); 140.147 (Uruguay) 

http://minjust.ru/sites/default/files/ekstremizm_2_6_3_1_0_0_1_7_1_1_0_8.docx
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/russiafoe0717_web_2.pdf
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19 Федеральный закон "О внесении изменений в Федеральный закон "Об информации, информационных технологиях и о защите информации" от 

28.12.2013 N 398-ФЗ (последняя редакция) http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_156518/ 
20 Human Rights Watch, ‘Online and on All Fronts Russia’s Assault on Freedom of Expression’, July 2017 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/russiafoe0717_web_2.pdf 
21 Correspondence with ARTICLE 19 partners 
22 https://reestr.rublacklist.net/  
23 Application no. 12468/15 OOO FLAVUS against Russia and 4 other applications, https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{"itemid":["001-177236"]}  
24 Meduza, ‘LGBT community blacklisted on charges of propagating suicide and homosexuality’, February 2015 https://meduza.io/en/news/2015/02/02/lgbt-

community-blacklisted-on-charges-of-propagating-suicide-and-homosexuality  
25 UN Human Rights Committee, Communication No. 927/2000, Svetik v. Belarus, Views adopted on 8 July 2004, http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/undocs/html/927-

2000.htm  
26 ARTICLE 19, Digital Rights in Russia: An Analysis of the deterioration to Freedom of Expression Online, 2017,  

http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_156518/
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/russiafoe0717_web_2.pdf
https://reestr.rublacklist.net/
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{"itemid":["001-177236"]}
https://meduza.io/en/news/2015/02/02/lgbt-community-blacklisted-on-charges-of-propagating-suicide-and-homosexuality
https://meduza.io/en/news/2015/02/02/lgbt-community-blacklisted-on-charges-of-propagating-suicide-and-homosexuality
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/undocs/html/927-2000.htm
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27 Federal Law № 208-FZ from June 23, 2016 “On Amendments to the Federal Law ‘On Information, Information Technologies and Data Protection’ and the 

Code of Administrative Offenses” http://www.consultant.ru/cons/cgi/online.cgi?req=doc;base=LAW;n=200019#0  
28 Reporters Without Borders, ‘Russian bill is copy-and-paste of Germany’s hate speech law’, July 2017 https://rsf.org/en/news/russian-bill-copy-and-paste-

germanys-hate-speech-law  
29 Interview with partner, 04/10/2017 
30 Федеральный закон "О внесении изменений в Федеральный закон "Об информации, информационных технологиях и о защите информации" и 

статьи 29 и 402 Гражданского процессуального кодекса Российской Федерации" от 13.07.2015 N 264-ФЗ 
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_182637/  
31 Correspondence with ARTICLE 19 partners, 22/09/2017 
32 CSIS, Reference Note on Russian Communications Surveillance, 18 April 2014, http://csis.org/publication/reference-note-russian-communications-

surveillance  
33 Freedom House, Freedom on the Net, Russia country report, 2016: https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-net/2016/russia  
34 Ibid  
35 Federal Law No. 242-FZ on Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of the Russian Federation for Clarification of Personal Data Processing in Information 

and Telecommunication Networks http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_116983/  
36ARTICLE 19, Russia: Landmark ruling against LinkedIn a threat to social media, https://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/38553/en/russia:-

landmark-ruling-against-linkedin-a-threat-to-social-media-in-russia  

http://www.consultant.ru/cons/cgi/online.cgi?req=doc;base=LAW;n=200019#0
https://rsf.org/en/news/russian-bill-copy-and-paste-germanys-hate-speech-law
https://rsf.org/en/news/russian-bill-copy-and-paste-germanys-hate-speech-law
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_182637/
http://csis.org/publication/reference-note-russian-communications-surveillance
http://csis.org/publication/reference-note-russian-communications-surveillance
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-net/2016/russia
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_116983/
https://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/38553/en/russia:-landmark-ruling-against-linkedin-a-threat-to-social-media-in-russia
https://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/38553/en/russia:-landmark-ruling-against-linkedin-a-threat-to-social-media-in-russia
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37 Federal Law No 241-FZ of 29.07.2017 “On the introduction of amendments to Articles 10.1 and 15.4 of the Federal Law On Information, 

Information Technologies and the defence of Information”  http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_221183/  
38 An anonymising service enabling internet users to mask their location by re-routing their online presence through IP addresses across the world. 
39 More on D.Bogatov case in English: https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/04/access-now-and-eff-condemn-arrest-tor-node-operator-dmitry-bogatov-russia; 

https://www.accessnow.org/access-now-eff-condemn-arrest-tor-node-operator-dmitry-bogatov-russia/  
+ official campaign website supporting D.Bogatov: https://freebogatov.org/ . 

http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_221183/
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/04/access-now-and-eff-condemn-arrest-tor-node-operator-dmitry-bogatov-russia
https://www.accessnow.org/access-now-eff-condemn-arrest-tor-node-operator-dmitry-bogatov-russia/
https://freebogatov.org/
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40 Freedom House, Freedom of the Press 2016, https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2016/russia 
41 Ibid 
42 Financial Times, ‘Mikhail Prokhorov sells control of Russian media outlet RBC, 16/06/2017 https://www.ft.com/content/37fd60b8-66b4-3b38-9286-

4e7062c45229  
43 Human Rights Watch, ‘Online and on All Fronts Russia’s Assault on Freedom of Expression’, July 2017 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/russiafoe0717_web_2.pdf 
44 Федеральный закон от 29.07.2017 N 239-ФЗ "О внесении изменений в Закон Российской Федерации "О средствах массовой информации", 

http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_221182/  
45 ARTICLE 19, ‘Russia: Journalist imprisoned in Chechnya must be released’, 09/11/2017 

https://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/38468/en/russia:-journalist-imprisoned-in-chechnya-must-be-released  
46 US State Department, Russia 2015 Human Rights Report, https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253105.pdf  
47 Interview with ARTICLE 19 partners 
48 https://cpj.org/killed/europe/russia/  
49 https://cpj.org/killed/impunity.php  

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2016/russia
https://www.ft.com/content/37fd60b8-66b4-3b38-9286-4e7062c45229
https://www.ft.com/content/37fd60b8-66b4-3b38-9286-4e7062c45229
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/russiafoe0717_web_2.pdf
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_221182/
https://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/38468/en/russia:-journalist-imprisoned-in-chechnya-must-be-released
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253105.pdf
https://cpj.org/killed/europe/russia/
https://cpj.org/killed/impunity.php
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50 https://cpj.org/killed/2017/dmitry-popkov.php  
51 https://cpj.org/killed/2017/nikolai-andrushchenko.php 
52 Ibid  
53 ARTICLE 19, Russia: Impunity for attacks and threats against journalists must end, August 2014 

https://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/37672/en/russia:-impunity-for-attacks-and-threats-against-journalists-must-end  
54 Glasnost Defence Foundation, Incidence Recorded in 2016, http://www.gdf.ru/graph/item/1/1441  
55 140.165 (Slovakia); 140.169 (Sweden); 140.171 (Finland); 140.172 (Belgium); 140.173. (Republic of Korea); 140.174. (Spain); 140.175 (Ireland); 140.176. 

(Chile); 140.177. (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland); 140.178. (Slovakia); 140.179. (Italy); 140.180 (France); 140.181. (Germany); 

140.182. (Poland); 140.183. (United States of America); 140.184. (Australia). 
56 Federal Law No. 121-FZ of 20/07/2012 (as amended and supplemented) “On the introduction of amendments to various legislative acts of the Russian 

Federation with regard to regulating the activities of non-commercial organisations fulfilling the functions of foreign agents”, 
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_132900/  
57 Human Rights Watch, Russia: Government vs. Rights Groups, 24/07/2017 https://www.hrw.org/russia-government-against-rights-groups-battle-chronicle  
58 500,000 RUB is the maximum fine for a respective administrative offence. For a criminal offence (Art. 330.1 of Criminal Code), a fine may be up to the 

amount of salary or other income of the convicted person for up to two years, which may theoretically exceed 500,000 RUB. 
59 Human Rights Watch, Russia: Government vs. Rights Groups, 24/07/2017, Op cit/  
60 http://unro.minjust.ru/NKOForeignAgent.aspx 
61 https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2017/05/02/688220-chislo-inostrannih-agentov  
62 https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/case-history-valentina-cherevatenko  

https://cpj.org/killed/2017/dmitry-popkov.php
https://cpj.org/killed/2017/nikolai-andrushchenko.php
https://cpj.org/killed/2017/dmitry-popkov.php
https://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/37672/en/russia:-impunity-for-attacks-and-threats-against-journalists-must-end
http://www.gdf.ru/graph/item/1/1441
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_132900/
https://www.hrw.org/russia-government-against-rights-groups-battle-chronicle
http://unro.minjust.ru/NKOForeignAgent.aspx
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2017/05/02/688220-chislo-inostrannih-agentov
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/case-history-valentina-cherevatenko
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63 Federal Law No. 129-FZ of 23/05/2015 “On Amending Certain Legislative Acts of the Russian Federation”, 

http://www.consultant.ru/cons/cgi/online.cgi?req=doc&base=LAW&n=179979&fld=134&dst=1000000001,0&rnd=0.7922602189172046#0  
64 http://minjust.ru/ru/activity/nko/unwanted 
65 RFE/RL, На центр "Сова" завели дело по статье о "нежелательных организациях" https://www.svoboda.org/a/28722107.html  
66 FID, Attack on Igor Kalyapin, Head of the Joint Mobile Group and the Committee for the Prevention of Torture, by a mob of unidentified people, 

https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/attack-on-igor-kalyapin-head-of-the-joint-mobile-group-and-the  

http://www.consultant.ru/cons/cgi/online.cgi?req=doc&base=LAW&n=179979&fld=134&dst=1000000001,0&rnd=0.7922602189172046#0
https://www.svoboda.org/a/28722107.html
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/attack-on-igor-kalyapin-head-of-the-joint-mobile-group-and-the
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67 Federal Law 65-F3, ‘On the introduction of amendments to the Administrative Code of the Russian Federation and the Federal Law on gatherings, protests, 

demonstrations, marches and pickets’ of 08.06.2012  http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_130936/  
68 Federal Law 258-FЗ, ‘On the introduction of amendments to various legislative acts of the Russian Federation with regard to the improvement of legislation 

on public events, of 21.07.2014  http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_165926/  
69 Kommersant, Верховный суд отменил приговор Ильдару Дадину, https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3226752  
70 Statistics on March Protest: Протестная карта России Сколько людей вышли на улицы 26 марта и что с ними стало: исследование «Медузы» и 

«ОВД-Инфо», https://meduza.io/feature/2017/06/07/protestnaya-karta-rossii  
Statistic on June Protest: Meduza, 12 июня на улицы вышло больше людей, чем 26 марта Карта протестов «Медузы» и «ОВД-Инфо». Самые полные 
данные, https://meduza.io/feature/2017/06/13/skolko-lyudey-protestovali-12-iyunya-i-skolko-zaderzhali 
71 OVD-Info, ‘Repressive measures against anti-corruption action, March 26th, 2017’ https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2017/04/24/repressive-measures-against-

anti-corruption-action-march-26th-2017  
72Ibid   
73 Ibid 
74 Human Rights Watch, ‘Russia: Children, Students Targeted after Protests’ https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/06/11/russia-children-students-targeted-after-

protests  
75 OVD-info, ‘12 июня: нарушения в отделениях полиции’, https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2017/06/29/12-iyunya-narusheniya-v-otdeleniyah-policii  

http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_130936/
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_165926/
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3226752
https://meduza.io/feature/2017/06/07/protestnaya-karta-rossii
https://meduza.io/feature/2017/06/13/skolko-lyudey-protestovali-12-iyunya-i-skolko-zaderzhali
https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2017/04/24/repressive-measures-against-anti-corruption-action-march-26th-2017
https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2017/04/24/repressive-measures-against-anti-corruption-action-march-26th-2017
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/06/11/russia-children-students-targeted-after-protests
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/06/11/russia-children-students-targeted-after-protests
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76 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur49/7085/2017/en/  
77 https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/07/18/online-and-all-fronts/russias-assault-freedom-expression#627de8  
78 https://76crimes.com/2017/07/19/report-russias-anti-gay-propaganda-law-hurts-kids/  
79 https://www.ilga-europe.org/resources/news/latest-news/yet-another-tough-may-month-freedom-assembly-russia  
80 https://www.gaystarnews.com/article/pride-arctic-banned/#gs.MljPus0  
81 http://www.equalrightstrust.org/ertdocumentbank/Justice%20or%20Complicity%20LGBT%20Rights%20and%20the%20Russian%20Courts_0.pdf p. 89 
82 https://meduza.io/en/news/2017/05/01/lgbt-activists-chanting-kadyrov-to-the-hague-detained-in-st-petersburg  
83 Enforced Disappearances in Crimea as of 20 April 2017 http://krymsos.com/en/reports/analitichni-zviti-po-krimu/infografika-po-zniknennyam-v-

okupovanomu-krimu/ 
84 Ibid  
85 Human Rights Watch (2016), ‘Crimean Tatar Elected Body Banned in Russia’, 29 September, https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/09/29/crimean-tatar-elected-

body-banned-russia  
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86 Human Rights Watch (2016), ‘Human Rights Council: Maintain scrutiny of situation in Ukraine’, 12 December 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/12/12/human-rights-council-maintain-scrutiny-situation-ukraine  
87 Human rights Watch, ‘Dispatches: Crimea – Keep Quiet or Else’ 25 August 2015 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/08/25/dispatches-crimea-keep-quiet-or-else   
88 Freedom House, ‘Crimea Freedom of the Press 2016’, https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2016/crimea  
89 Ministry of Information Policy (2016),’MIP: Ukraine presented the issues of violations of freedom of speech in Crimea and the Eastern Ukraine at the OSCE 

meeting in Warsaw’, 23 September http://mip.gov.ua/en/news/1459.html  
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