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1 Institute for Reporters’ Freedom and Safety (IRFS), The Institute for Reporters’ Freedom and Safety Statement on the Outcomes of the Constitutional 

Referendum in Azerbaijan, (29 September 2016), available at https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/the-institute-for-reporters-freedom-and-safety-

statement-on-the-outcomes-of-the-constitutional-referendum-in-azerbaijan/. 

2  Council of Europe’s Venice Commission, Azerbaijan Preliminary Opinion on the draft modifications to the constitution submitted to the referendum 

of 26th September 2016, (20 September 2016), available at  

http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-PI(2016)010-e p. 5  

3 See e.g., amendments to Articles 89, 98, 100, 101, 103, 105, 106, and 108 of the Constitution, available at 

http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-REF(2016)054-e.  

https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/the-institute-for-reporters-freedom-and-safety-statement-on-the-outcomes-of-the-constitutional-referendum-in-azerbaijan/
https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/the-institute-for-reporters-freedom-and-safety-statement-on-the-outcomes-of-the-constitutional-referendum-in-azerbaijan/
http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-PI(2016)010-e
http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-REF(2016)054-e
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4 Recommendations of Canada, Italy, Germany, Slovenia, United Kingdom, Slovakia, Norway and Austria. 

5 Specifically the recommendations of Canada, the United Kingdom, Slovakia, Norway.   

6 Council of Europe’s Media Alert Platform, Meydan TV Director Emin Milli Threatened for Critical Reporting on European Games, (30 June 2015), 

available at - https://go.coe.int/1y4r2 

7 ARTICLE 19, “Prevent – Protect – Prosecute: Acting on UN Human Rights Council Resolution 33/2”, (September 2017), available at: 

https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/38883/Safety-of-Journalists-guide.pdf  

https://go.coe.int/1y4r2
https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/38883/Safety-of-Journalists-guide.pdf
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8 Recommendations of Austria, Ireland, Slovakia, United States, United Arab Emirates, Czechia, France, Italy, Canada (x2), Sweden, Chile, Norway, 

Mexico and Germany. 

9 Recommendations of Slovenia, Germany, Canada, and Austria.  

10 Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention on its mission to Azerbaijan, A/HRC/36/37/Add.1, 2 August 2017; available at: 

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/37/Add.1   

11 The Working Group on Unified List of Political Prisoners in Azerbaijan,  Updated Unified List of Political Prisoners in Azerbaijan, (28 August 2017), 

available at -  

http://smdtaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Political-Prisoners-Report_Azerbaijan-August_2017.pdf 

12 All Articles in this section refer to Articles of the Criminal Code of Azerbaijan. 
13 European Court of Human Rights, Ilgar Mammadov v. Azerbaijan (Application No. 15172/13), 22 May 2014  

14 Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, Decision CM/Del/Dec(2017)1294/H46-2, 21 September 2017; available at: 

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680749f3c  

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/37/Add.1
http://smdtaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Political-Prisoners-Report_Azerbaijan-August_2017.pdf
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=0900001680749f3c
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15 Meydan TV, Customs Service Releases Info. on Arrest of Gozel Bayramli, (29 May 2017), available at - 

https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/politics/23173/ 

16 Council of Europe’s Media Alert Platform, Azerbaijani Journalist Elchin Ismayilli Sentenced to 9 year in Prison, (18 September 2017), available at - 

https://go.coe.int/alXEf 

17 International Press Institute, Concerns as head of Azerbaijan news agency arrested, (31 August 2017), available at - https://ipi.media/concerns-as-

head-of-azerbaijan-news-agency-arrested/ 

https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/politics/23173/
https://go.coe.int/alXEf
https://ipi.media/concerns-as-head-of-azerbaijan-news-agency-arrested/
https://ipi.media/concerns-as-head-of-azerbaijan-news-agency-arrested/
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18 The Azerbaijan Free Expression Platform, Imprisoned (2013): Ilkin Rustemzade, (15 June 2016), available at - 

http://azerbaijanfreexpression.org/ilkin-rustemzade/ 

19 The Azerbaijan Free Expression Platform, Arrested (2016): Elgiz Gahraman, (18 August 2016), available at - 

http://azerbaijanfreexpression.org/arrested-2016-elgiz-gahraman/ 

20 The Azerbaijan Free Expression Platform, Conditionally Released (2016): Intigam Aliyev, (18 August 2016), available at - 

http://azerbaijanfreexpression.org/imprisoned-2014-intigam-aliyev/ 

http://azerbaijanfreexpression.org/ilkin-rustemzade/
http://azerbaijanfreexpression.org/arrested-2016-elgiz-gahraman/
http://azerbaijanfreexpression.org/imprisoned-2014-intigam-aliyev/
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21 Recommendation of Bulgaria.  

22 Meydan TV, Youth activist Bayram Mammadov on torture in police custody, (17 May 2016), available at  -

https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/politics/14510/ 

23 Recommendations by Canada (x3), Cyprus (x2), Italy, Germany, Slovenia, United Kingdom, Slovakia, Netherlands (x2), Norway and Austria.  

24 Specifically recommendations Italy  

https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/politics/14510/
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25 Reporters Without Borders (RSF), Deprived of income, Azerbaijani paper is forced to stop publishing, (20 June 2014) available at 

https://rsf.org/en/news/deprived-income-azerbaijani-paper-forced-stop-publishing 

26 RFE/RL - Radio Azadliq, Azadliq Radio Baku Bureau Sealed Shut , (26 December 2014), available at -https://www.azadliq.org/a/26763625.html 

27 RFE/RL, RFE/RL's Azerbaijani Service: Radio Azadliq, available at - https://pressroom.rferl.org/p/6126.html 

28 https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/private-broadcaster-ans-tvs-broadcast-suspended-for-one-month/ 

29 Council of Europe (CoE)’s PACE, The functioning of democratic institutions in Azerbaijan (provisional report),   

  p.12 

30 Chai-khana, Azerbaijan’s ANS: Death of a TV Station, (17 July 2017), available at: https://chai-khana.org/en/azerbaijans-ans-death-of-a-tv-station 

31CoE, Statement on the arrest of Mehman Aliyev in Azerbaijan, (25 August 2017) available at - https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/statement-on-

the-arrest-of-mehman-aliyev-in-azerbaijan 

32 http://www.eurasianet.org/node/83591   

https://rsf.org/en/news/deprived-income-azerbaijani-paper-forced-stop-publishing
https://www.azadliq.org/a/26763625.html
https://pressroom.rferl.org/p/6126.html
https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/private-broadcaster-ans-tvs-broadcast-suspended-for-one-month/
https://chai-khana.org/en/azerbaijans-ans-death-of-a-tv-station
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/statement-on-the-arrest-of-mehman-aliyev-in-azerbaijan
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/statement-on-the-arrest-of-mehman-aliyev-in-azerbaijan
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/83591
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33 Meydan TV, Fifteen journalists named in criminal investigation of Meydan TV, (21 April 2016), available at -

https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/news/13829/ 

34 E.g. https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/news/24362/ 

35 IRFS, Major Shake-up at ATV, (27 September 2017), available at - https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/major-shake-up-at-atv/ 

36 As recommended by Canada.  

37 RFE/RL, Azerbaijan Bans RFE/RL, Other Foreign Radio From Airwaves, (30 December 2008), available at 

https://www.rferl.org/a/Azerbaijan_Bans_RFERL_Other_Foreign_Radio/1364986.html 

38 The Guardian, Swiss fly out opposition journalist hiding at its Azerbaijan embassy, (14 June 2015), available at 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jun/14/swiss-fly-out-opposition-journalist-hiding-at-its-azerbaijan-embassy 

https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/news/13829/
https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/major-shake-up-at-atv/
https://www.rferl.org/a/Azerbaijan_Bans_RFERL_Other_Foreign_Radio/1364986.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jun/14/swiss-fly-out-opposition-journalist-hiding-at-its-azerbaijan-embassy
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39 Recommendations of Czechia and Canada 

40 IRFS, Azerbaijani Parliament Approve Bill Restricting Online Speech, (29 November 2016), available at https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/azerbaijani-

parliament-approves-bill-restricting-online-speech/. 

41 See National Program for Action to Raise Effectiveness of Protection of Human Rights and Freedoms in the Republic of Azerbaijan, (27 December 

2011), available at http://en.president.az/articles/4017. 

42 IRFS, Azerbaijani Government Takes Big Steps to Keep Online Media under Control, as Parliament Adopts Restrictive Law related to Information, (10 

March 2017) available at https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/azerbaijani-government-takes-big-steps-to-keep-online-media-under-control-as-

parliament-adopts-restrictive-law-related-to-information/. 

43 As above.  

44 Meydan TV, Blocking of Websites in Azerbaijan Moving Ahead at Full Steam, (17 April 2017) available at - 

https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/news/22317/ 

https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/azerbaijani-parliament-approves-bill-restricting-online-speech/
https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/azerbaijani-parliament-approves-bill-restricting-online-speech/
http://en.president.az/articles/4017
https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/azerbaijani-government-takes-big-steps-to-keep-online-media-under-control-as-parliament-adopts-restrictive-law-related-to-information/
https://www.irfs.org/news-feed/azerbaijani-government-takes-big-steps-to-keep-online-media-under-control-as-parliament-adopts-restrictive-law-related-to-information/
https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/news/22317/
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45 Eurasianet.org, Azerbaijan: Court Upholds the Blocking of Independent Media Outlets (15 May 2017), available at - 

http://www.eurasianet.org/node/83591  

46 Meydan TV, OCCRP blocked in Azerbaijan, (5 September 2017) available at -  https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/news/24988/ 

47 Recommendations of Austria, Ireland, Slovakia, United States, Switzerland, Czechia, France, Chile, Norway, Mexico, Germany, the Netherlands, 

Italy, and Uruguay. 

48 US State Department, Country Reports for Human Rights Practices 2015: Azerbaijan, http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253035.pdf 

p.22 

49 Venice Commission Opinion, supra note 3, at para. 91 

50 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16393&LangID=E 

51 Minval.az, Власти снимают арест на банковские счета ряда НПО, (06 April 2016), available at -  http://minval.az/news/123568530 

52 US State Department, Country Reports for Human Rights Practices 2015: Azerbaijan, http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253035.pdf 

p.22; See also: http://www.publishwhatyoupay.org/pwyp-news/azerbaijan-authorities-raid-civil-society-offices-in-continued-crackdown-on-ngos/  

http://www.eurasianet.org/node/83591
https://www.meydan.tv/en/site/news/24988/
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253035.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16393&LangID=E
http://minval.az/news/123568530
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253035.pdf%20p.22
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253035.pdf%20p.22
http://www.publishwhatyoupay.org/pwyp-news/azerbaijan-authorities-raid-civil-society-offices-in-continued-crackdown-on-ngos/
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53 The International Centre for Non-Profit Law, Civic Freedom Monitor: Azerbaijan, (29 May 2017), available at - 

http://www.icnl.org/research/monitor/azerbaijan.html 

54 Recommendations of Slovakia, United States, Germany, France, Uruguay, and Hungary.  

55 http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/046/29/PDF/G1404629.pdf?OpenElement 

56 CoE Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Report following Commissioner Muižnieks visit to Azerbaijan - 22 to 24 May 2013, (6 August 2013), 

available at -  

https://wcd.coe.int/com.instranet.InstraServlet?command=com.instranet.CmdBlobGet&InstranetImage=2501767&SecMode=1&DocId=2130154&Us

age=2 

http://www.icnl.org/research/monitor/azerbaijan.html
https://wcd.coe.int/com.instranet.InstraServlet?command=com.instranet.CmdBlobGet&InstranetImage=2501767&SecMode=1&DocId=2130154&Usage=2
https://wcd.coe.int/com.instranet.InstraServlet?command=com.instranet.CmdBlobGet&InstranetImage=2501767&SecMode=1&DocId=2130154&Usage=2
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57 Such as the official shown in the photo on the cover of ARTICLE 19’s report ‘Living as Dissidents’, taken during a 14 April 2010 unsanctioned 

demonstration staged by the Musavat Party. See ARTICLE 19, ‘Azerbaijan: Authorities Clamp Down on Protesters in First Election-Related 

Demonstration’, 15 April 2010. http://www.article19.org/pdfs/press/azerbaijan-authorities-clamp-down-on-protesters-in-first-election-related-

de.pdf 

58 For example, a flash mob by 5 individuals in support Rasul Jafarov, one of the arrested human rights defenders, on his birthday on 17 August 2014, 

resulted in arbitrary arrests and police violence.  

http://www.article19.org/pdfs/press/azerbaijan-authorities-clamp-down-on-protesters-in-first-election-related-de.pdf
http://www.article19.org/pdfs/press/azerbaijan-authorities-clamp-down-on-protesters-in-first-election-related-de.pdf

