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 UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 34 Article 19: Freedoms of opinion and expression, (2011) 

http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4ed34b562.pdf.  

Toktakunov v Kyrgystan, Communication No. 1470/2006, 21 April 2011. 

 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants; Minamata Convention on Mercury, 2014. 

 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 1992. 



 

 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15: The Right to Water (2002). 

 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 14 (2000): The Right to the Highest Attainable 
Standard of Health (Article 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights); Report of the Special 
Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, 
Mission to Japan , A/HRC/23/41/Add.3, 31 July 2013; Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, 
General Recommendation No. 24: Article 12 of the Convention (Women and Health) (1999). 

 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 13: The Right to Education (Article 13 of the 
Covenant) 1999. 

Target 16.10. Also see Indicator 16.10.2 which measures the target: “Number of countries that adopt and implement 
constitutional, statutory and/or policy guarantees for public access to information.”

For a comprehensive list of countries, see ARTICLE 19, Access to Information and the Sustainable Development Goals, July 



 

2017.  

 Organic Law No. 2016-22 of 24 March 2016 on the Right of Access to Information, Official Journal of the Tunisian Republic, 

N. 26, 29 March 2016, p. 949 (the Organic Law). 

 Iran (Islamic Republic of)'s Constitution of 1979 with amendments through to 1989; English text available at 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Iran_1989.pdf?lang=en.  

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Iran_1989.pdf?lang=en


 

 Ebadi: Citizenship Charter Is Redundant Distraction from Justice, Center for Human Rights in Iran, 19 December 2013.  

Rouhani pushing ahead with milestone rights bill, Tehran Times, 27 January 2017, 

http://www.tehrantimes.com/news/410486/Rouhani-pushing-ahead-with-milestone-rights-bill. 

 Translation of draft text available at http://epub.citizensrights.ir/CitizensRightsEN.pdf ; Farsi version 
http://rouhani.ir/files/CitizensRights.pdf. 

 This background was drafted with the addition of material provided by Justice for Iran in February 2017. 

http://www.tehrantimes.com/news/410486/Rouhani-pushing-ahead-with-milestone-rights-bill
http://epub.citizensrights.ir/CitizensRightsEN.pdf
http://rouhani.ir/files/CitizensRights.pdf


 

 Executive Bylaw on The Publication and Free Access to Information Act, No.99517/T49016H, 22 November 2014 (the 2014 
bylaw). Included as Appendix C. 

 Executive Bylaw of Article 8 of The Publication and Free Access to Information Act, Proclamation No: H51979T/84348, 21 
September 2015 (the Article 8 bylaw). Included as Appendix D. 

 Executive Bylaw of Note 1 of Article 18 of The Publication and Free Access to Information Act, 26 July 2015 (the Article 18 
bylaw). Included as Appendix E. 

 2014 bylaw, Article 1(a). 

 Article 1(c). 



 

 §1(e) of the Act. 

See http://rc.majlis.ir/fa/legal_draft/state_popup/737534?fk_legal_draft_oid=720433&a=download&sub=p. 

http://rc.majlis.ir/fa/legal_draft/state_popup/737534?fk_legal_draft_oid=720433&a=download&sub=p


 

 

 

 

 2014 bylaw, Article 1(g). 

 2014 bylaw, Article 1(i). 

 Article 8 bylaw, §1. 

 UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 31 [80], The Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on 
States Parties to the Covenant. 

 Organic Law, §9. 

 The Right to Access Information Law, §1. 

 Law on the Right to Information, §4. 

 Law (13) for the Year 2012 Regarding the Right of Access to Information, §4. 



 

 Law on the Right to Information, §5. 

 Right to Information Act, §22. 

 Article 8 bylaw, §4. 

 2014 bylaw, §3. 

 Article 8 bylaw, Article 1. 

 Organic Law, §9. 



 

 

 

 

 

 2014 bylaw, §4. 

 Article 8 bylaw, §1, Note 1. 

 2014 bylaw, §3. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Right to Information Act §6(1)(b). 

 Right to Information Act §7(4). 

 Organic Law, §9. 



 Article 8 bylaw, §8. 

 Article 8 bylaw, §1. 

 2014 bylaw, §7(n). 

 Article 8 bylaw, §12. 

 Organic Law, §17. 



 

 Article 8 bylaw, §10. 

 Article 8 bylaw, §12. 

 Article 8 bylaw, §9. 



 

 

 

 Organic Law, §21. 

 Article 8 bylaw, §13. 

 See Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 16: The right to respect of privacy, family, home and 
correspondence, and protection of honour and reputation (Art. 17) 04/08/1988. 

 For a list of laws, see Greenleaf, Graham, Global Tables of Data Privacy Laws and Bills (4rd Ed, January 2015) (2015) 133 
Privacy Laws & Business International Report, 18-28, UNSW Law Research Paper No. 2015-28. Available at 
https://ssrn.com/abstract=2603502. 



 

 

http://www.irna.ir/fa/News/82619048.

 http://www.iran.gov.ir/organ/show/id/53/serviceid/38. The authorities have promised that the entire process will become 
online in the future.

 Article 8 bylaw, §7. 

http://accounts.post.ir/


 

 

 Article 8 bylaw, §14. 

http://foia.iran.gov.ir/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Article 4, Note 1. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 2014 bylaw, Article 9. 

 Article 8 bylaw, §6. 

 Organic Law, §8. 

 2014 bylaw, §11. 

 2014 bylaw, §3. 



 

 

 

 

 

 Bylaw on Safeguarding Secret and Confidential Government Documents, and Classification and Categorization of 
Documents and Information (Council of Ministers—Endorsement No. M/170-14, dated 2/10/1354 [23 December 1975]), 
Article 1. 



 

 General Comment No. 34, n 1 above. 

 See General Comment No. 16, n 53 above; UN General Assembly Resolution (UNGA) 68/167, The right to privacy in the 

digital age (2013); UNGA Resolution 69/166. The right to privacy in the digital age (2014). 



 

 Law (13) for the Year 2012 Regarding the Right of Access to Information, §25(B). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Organic Law, §26. 



 

 

 2014 bylaw, §7. 

 Access to Information Law, §13. 



 

 

 Article 18 bylaw, §9(g). 

 The Act, §18.  

 Article 18, Note 1. 

 Organic Law, §30. 

 Organic Law, §30. 



 

 Organic Law, §31. 

 Law on Access to Information, §13. 

 Law no 47/2007, §17. 



 

 

 Article 18 bylaw, §3 

 Access to Information Law, §20. 

 Article 18 bylaw, §5. 

 Article 18 bylaw, §9(i). 

 The Act, §18, Note 2. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Article 18 bylaw, Note 2. 

 Article 18 bylaw, §6. 

 Organic Law, §41. 

 Access to Information Act, §16. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Organic Law, §48. 



 Right to Information Act, §19. 

 See Tunisia, Organic Law. 

 Law on Right to Information, §29. 

This may include the Press Law, Computer Crimes Law and Islamic Penal code which provide general rules on publicising 
information.

 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations E-Government Survey 2016: E-Government in 

Support of Sustainable Development, 2016.  



   

 

 Ministry of Information and Communications Technology, Open Data Policy, November 2014. Available at 

http://www.motc.gov.qa/en/documents/document/open-data-policy.  

 Law No. (26) of 2015 Regulating Data Dissemination and Exchange in the Emirate of Dubai; The Dubai Data Manual, Ver 2, 
Nov 2016. Available at http://dubaidata.ae/pdf/Dubai-Data-Manual-20160612.pdf.  

 Directive 2013/37/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 amending Directive 2003/98/EC on 
the re-use of public sector information, http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:175:0001:0008:EN:PDF. 

http://www.motc.gov.qa/en/documents/document/open-data-policy
http://dubaidata.ae/pdf/Dubai-Data-Manual-20160612.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:175:0001:0008:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:175:0001:0008:EN:PDF


 

 

 



 





Ratified On: 06/11/1387 [25 January 2009].      Proclamation No: 56348/32       

 Proclamation Date: 04/11/1388 [24 January 2010] 

Reference No.  56348/32                 4/11/1388 [24 January 2010] 

 

Honourable Dr. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 

Respected President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

 

As per letter number 28489/29411, dated 10/5/1384 [1 August 2005], in execution of article one hundred and twenty three 

(123) of the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Publication and Free Access to Information Act, ratified at the 

general assembly of the Islamic Consultative Assembly on 6/1/1387 [25 March 2008] under the title of Bill of Free 

Information, and further submitted to, and indorsed by, the Expediency Discernment Council, in accordance with article one 

hundred and twelve (112) of the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, is hereby declared.    

 

Chairman of the Islamic Consultative Assembly – Ali Larijani 

Number 217119                       11/11/1388 [31 January 2010]      

 

Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance 

 

The Publication and Free Access to Information Act, ratified by the Islamic Consultative Assembly in its general assembly on 

Sunday sixth of Bahman, thirteen eighty-seven [25 January 2009], and further endorsed on 31/5/1388 [22 August 2009] by 

the Expediency Discernment Council, with incorporation of one note under Article 10, and received by the Islamic Consultative 

Assembly under reference number 56348/32, dated 4/11/1388 [24 January 2010], is hereby declared for enforcement. 

 

President – Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The above Act, consisting of twenty-three articles and seven notes, was ratified in the general assembly of the Islamic 

Consultative Assembly on Sunday, sixth of Bahman, thirteen eighty seven [25 January 2009], and, with addition of one note 

under article 10, was endorsed on 31/5/1388 [22 August 2009] by the Expediency Discernment Council.   

 

Chairman of the Islamic Consultative Assembly – Ali Larijani 

 

No.99517/T49016H                                                                      1/9/1393 [22 November 2014] 

The Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance 

 

The Council of Ministers, in a meeting on 21/08/1393 [23 October 2014], following proposal No.134480/01, dated 

07/10/1392 [28 December 2013], of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance (in collaboration with other relevant 

authorities), and in accordance with Article (23) of the Publication and Free Access to Information Act, ratified in 1388 [2009], 

approved the Executive Bylaw on the said Act as follows: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

First Vice-President- Eshaq Jahangiri 

Number H51979T/84348                                                                              30/6/1394 [21 September 2015] 

 

Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance 

 

Ministry of Information and Communication Technology 

 

The Council of Ministers, in a meeting dated 22/6/1394 [13 September 2015], following a proposal from the Commission on 

Publication and Free Access to Information, and in accordance with Article (8) of the Publication and Free Access to 

Information Act, ratified in 1388 [2009], approved an executive bylaw for the said Article as follows:    



 

 

 

 



First Vice-President – Eshaq Jahangiri 



The Council of Ministers, in a meeting dated 4/5/1394 [26 July 2015], following a proposal from the Commission on 

Publication and Free Access to Information, and in accordance with Note (1) of Article (18) of the Publication and Free Access 

to Information Act, ratified in 1388 [2009], approved an executive bylaw for the said Article as follows:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Council of Ministers, in their meeting on 1/10/1354 [22 December 1975], following proposal number 4278/7, dated 

11/6/1354 [2 September 1975], of the Ministry of Justice, and pursuant to Article 8 of the law of Penalties for Publication and 

Disclosure of Confidential and Secret Government Documents—ratified on twenty ninth of Bahman, 1353 [18 February 1975], 

endorsed the bylaw on Safeguarding Secret and Confidential Government Documents, and Classification and Categorization 

of Documents and Information, as follows: 









Prime Minister’s Deputy Advisor and Executive Director – Hadi Hedayati 




