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1. The Scarcity Materials have replaced the colonial Famine Codes. Interestingly, one of the 

major elements of the earlier Famine Codes was a complex famine early warning system 
which is given far emphasis in the Scarcity Materials precisely because the Press and other 
democratic institutions have taken over this role. 

2. A unit for measuring the energy value of food. 
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1. Foreign Affairs Committee, 1 1984, pp. 22-3  
2. Later that day, when Col. Mackay and his counterpart from Oxfam, Mr Michael Harris, went 

to the BBC to be interviewed for the evening news, the BBC received a telephone call from 
the House of Commons. The BBC were told that Col. Mackay had used an obscenity in his 
recent meeting with the Foreign Affairs Committee. The BBC then asked Col. Mackay for an 
undertaking that he would not use such language on a live television broadcast; if he could not 
give such an undertaking, they would regretfully have to cancel the interview! 
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