Poccua - APTUK/Ib 19 B nHTepsblo ¢ buakaem Maromenosbim.

Buskali Maromepos, 37 net, ABAAETCA PeAAKTOPOM U coyupeamTenem YepHoBuKa, 0O4HOM U3
HEMHOTMX He3aBUCMMbIX raseT B [larectaHe (CeBepHbili KaBKas, Poccua). Kak KypHanucT u
OMbITHbIN OPUCT, OH paccsiefoBan gena youTbIx KypHananucros AxmeagHabu AxmegHabuera(2013),
Xagxumypaga Kamanosa (2011) n A6aymanuka AxmeaunoBa (2009), ocBeLWEHHbIX B HOBOM
dunbme, nog HasBaHuem "HypHanucTbl nog npuuenom", HegaBHo BbinyweHHbIM APTUK/IEM 19 B

cotpygHuyectee ¢ Cotozom HKypHanmctos Poccum n LleHTpom 3awmtel CMIA.

Marome0B 3aHMMAETCA CTPATENMYECKOM 3aLLMTON NPAB KYPHANUCTOB M NyBAUKYET CTaTbM O
[EeATeNbHOCTU NPaBOOXPaHUTENbHbIX U CyaebHbIX opraHoB B cTpaHe. Kak ogHa u3 pecnybaumK Ha
Tepputopun Poccuiickon degepaumm, KOTopasa ABNAIACH }KEPTBOM LMPOKO PacnpoCTPaHEHHOTO
Hacuauma , flarectaH 6bia KnaccuPuULMpoBaH Kak OA4MH U3 CaMblX ONACHbLIX MECT B MUpe A/A
KYPHANNCTOB M NPaBO3aLMTHMKOB. B 3TOM MHTepBbIO, NpoBeaeHHOM [loHol Kapumosoit, ns
oTaena no aenam Esponbl 1 LleHTpanbHou Asun npu APTUKE 19, MaromenoB o6bACHAET, moyemy
3TO TaK M JaeT YHUKaNbHOe 06bACHEHME TeEM TPYAHOCTAM, PUCKAM M ONACHOCTAM, C KOTOPbIMMU
CTa/IKMBAIOTCA KYPHANUCTbI B €ro CTpaHe.

Nouyemy JlarectaH 4acTo Ha3blBalOT ""cambiM OMACHbIM perMoHom” Ang XypHaaucros?

B [larecTaHe 6bI10 MHOTO UCTOPUYECKMX COBBITUIA, B TOM YMC/e TPpaXKLaHCKan BOMHA, KOTOpas yxe
anvtca 6osee 10 neT, KoTopble NPUBEJIN K CYLLLECTBOBAHMIO "MpobemMHbIX ToYeK", KOTopble HYXKHO
6bIN0 03BYYUTD.

TaK Kak B [larectaHe ecTb 04eHb 60/1blLIOE TBOPUYECKOE N Hay4yHOoe coobLwecTBO, Kak BO BpemeHa
CCCP Tak u nocne ero pacnaga, *XypHa/iuMcTuKa 34ecb 6bina BbICOKO pa3BuTa, 6osblie, Yem 6bi10 B
noboli gpyroit noctcoBeTckol pecnybauke. Mocne pacnaga Cosetckoro Coto3a, NOABMAOCE MHOTO
YacTHbIX He3aBMcUMbIX CMW , OCHOBHO LieNblo KOTOPbIX 6bIN0 Pa3BMBaTb cBO6OAY C/0Ba. Takum
obpa3om, obpasoBanmcb YacTHble CMW 1 Hayana pa3BMBaTbCA NO-HACTOALLEMY XOpOLLas
KYPHaANUCTHKa.

Tem He meHee, B [larectaHe HabntogaeTca KOHGAMKT UHTEPECOB MEXKAY BACTAMMU, KOTOpble XOTAT
KOHTPOMPOBATL BCE, HAYMHAA OT AETOPOXKAEHUA BMNIOTb 40 NOXOPOHOB, W 06LLECTBaA B LieaoM. B
Lensax peweHus asTux npobiem, BNaCcTM Hayanau npuberaTb K HACUNIO B OTHOLWEHUU XKYPHAINCTOB,
YTO NPMBENO K YBUIACTBY MHOTUX U3 HUX. ITO NOKa3bIBAET, YTO YOUTbIE KYPHANUCTBI NOAHUMANN
OYeHb BaXKHble BONPOCHI M NOrMbn B pesynbTaTe MMeHHO 3Toro. Ecim 6bl OHM He NogHUManNM 3Tn
«4eNVKaTHble» BONPOCHI M NPOAOJIKANM AeNaTb TO, YTO AenatoT dpeaepanbHble XKYPHAAUCTbI Ha
TenesuaeHuMn B MOCKBa, T.€. 3aHMMATbCA NPaBUTENbCTBEHHOM NponaraHAom, TO HU OA4MH KYPHaAUCT
He 6bl1 Bbl YOUT. }ypHaNAUCTbl TMOHYT TONIbKO 3a BblCKa3biBaHMe "afibTEPHAaTUBHOIO MHeHuA"!



3TN ybuTble KYPHaANUCTbI BblIN NOABMU C O4EHb CUNBHBIMU NMPUHLUNAMMK, KOTOPbIE HE CKPbIBAAU
CBOIO NO3MLMIO, KOTOPbIX HENb3A 6b11I0 NOAKYNUTb U KOTOPble He 6oaanchk H1Yero. Moatomy,
€ANHCTBEHHbIM BbIXOA0OM C HUMM "pa3obpatbea”, 6bI10 X yOUTD.

duabm "XypHanuctbl nog npuuenom" ocsewiaeT gena TpEx yéburoix B larectaHe }KYpPHaAUCTOB:
AxmepgHabu AxmeagHabueBa, Xagxxumypaga Kamanosa n A6gymanmka Axmegunosa. Kak Bbl
Aymaerte, noyemy notpeboBasniocb TaK MHOTO BpeMEHU Ha paccieaoBaHue 3Tux aen?

Axmeannos 6bin yout 11 aBrycrta 2009 roaa. B TeyeHue 2-3 1eT nocae ero cMepTu BAacTU UCKaIN ero
ybuiiy, Ho Be3sycnewHo. CamblM MHTEPECHBIM B 3TOM Zene ABNAETCA TOT GaKT, YTO 3aKA3UYUKMK U
ncnoaHuTenmn youmiictea Axmeamnanosa bblanM M3HaAYaNbHO BCEM M3BECTHbI. ITO €ANHCTBEHHDIV Cay4Yait
8 [larectaHe, Korga POACTBEHHUKU U ApYy3bsA YOUTOro HasbiBasiM BUHOBHbLIX, A TaKXKe NPUYMHY
KOHQAMKTA, cpasy nocse ybuincrea.

Tem He meHee, BNacTH 6b1n BbIHYX>XAEHbl BHOBb Ha4aTb MOUCK y6m7|u, Axme,qvlnosa, B pe3ysibTaTe
TOro wyma, KOTOprﬁ HaM yganocCb nOgHATb BMeCTe C MeXAyHapodHbIM COO6LLI,€CTBOM, npu

noaaepxke MexayHapogHoro Coto3a ypHanucrtos, Cotosza HKypHanmctos Poccum u gpyrmx
opraHusaumi, Bkatodaa APTUK/1b 19. Mpu noaaepKe mexxayHapoaHOro coobuiecTsa Ham yaanoch
NOAHATb 3TO AE/1I0 HA MEXKAYHAPOLHbIN YPOBEHb.

[Boe u3 nogospesaemblix, Mypat LLsalibos n Vica AbaypaxmaHoBs, 6bliv NOMMaHbI B NPOLUIOM roay.
Mecsay, Haszag, B utonie 2014 roaa, TpetTuin nogo3pesaembiii, Maromeg Xazamos, 6bin 3a4epKaH U
ceMnyac Bce OHW HaxoAaTcA nog cneacrsmem B obacTHOM cyae Maxadkanbl. B xone gonpoca,
nogo3pesaemble NPU3HAINCL B COBEPLLIEHMM YOUNCTBA U Aanm NnogpobHyo MHGOPMALLMIO O TOM, KaK
3TO NPOM30LL/IO, KTO 3aKa3an YOUICTBO M CKONbKO AeHer 6bl710 MM 3annadeHo. bonee Toro, oHU
Ha3Ba /1M 3aKa3umKa ybuiictea Axmeaunnosa. OgHaKo, cneLcnyKbbl pewnan cKpbiTb UMA 3aKasumKa u
banbcnodmumnpoBanm AoKa3aTeNbCTBA, TaKUM 06pasom, cyaebHoe feno H6b110 OTKPLITO TONbKO
NpoTMB UcnoaHuTenen. Mol oXXnMaaem pelleHme cyaa B OTHOLWEHUM TPeX NoA03PEBAEMbIX B
ceHTAbBpe 3TOro rofa u Aymaem, YTo OHW NOJIYYaT AJINTENbHbIE CPOKU THOPEMHOIO 3aK/1I04YEeHMA 33
coBeplueHue ybuiictea Axmeaunosa. OgHaKo B CBA3K C AaBNE€HMEM CO CTOPOHbI "BbicwNX cun",
3aKa34uMKy ybMINCTBa yA4an0oChb YATU OT YTONOBHOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Echn uHpopmauma o 3aKasuMKe yyKe UMeeTCA, TO KAKOBbl OCHOBHbIE TPYAHOCTU A0BeAEHUA ITUX
Aen Ao KoHua?

Oeno Xagxumypana Kamanosa elé He nepegaHo B cya. Xasamos U LLIBainboB sBastoTcA

nogo3peBaembimMu U B ybuiicTee KamanoBsa. MolimaTb XazamoBa 6b1710 04eHb TPYAHO, HO 6blaK
ny6aMKaLMm 1 MOMOTIM POACTBEHHUKM U ApY3ba yOUTOTO. Y Hac HeT J0CTaTOYHO MHOpPMaLMK O
TOM, KaK MAEeT pacc/iiefoBaHue B AaHHbIA MOMEHT, HO HaM CKa3a/v, YTo Xa3aMoB NepBbim
BbicTpenun B Kamanosa. EcTb ewé ogHa cneacTBeHHas rpynna, KoTopan paboTtaeT Hag 3TUM [Hag,
aenom AxmegunoBal. Kaxkaple WwecTb Mmecsaues ciegoBatenu gena Kamanoa MeHAOTCA , NO3TOMY



3TO 4eN10 4ANTCA AoNblue, YeM 06bl4HO. CyLLLecTBYeT TaKXKe ele 04MH NoA03PEeBaeMbliA, KOTOPbIH
eweé He bbln NOMMaH, OH ceityac HaxoAuTcA 3a npeaenamu Poccun- B Apabcknx ImmupaTax.

3aka3umKkom [ybuinctBa Kamanosa] ABiseTcA TOT Ke YeNOBEK, KOTOPbIM 3aKa3an youncreo
Axmeannosa- genyTaT HaunoHanbHOro cobpaHualdarectanal. MNpo Hero [genyTaTta] 661N HaNUCaHbI
ctatbt 8 CMW 1 OH, UCNONb3ys lOpUAMYECKOEe 3anyrMBaHue, NbiTalbcA OCTaHOBUTL 3TW Ny6AMKaLMK,
O/flHAKO, Ham yaanoch ceba 3awWmMTUTb. He cMoTpsA Ha 3To, B MoCKBe npoaosixKaeTtca cyaebHoe aeno
NPOTUB XYpPHa/NCTa, KOTOPbIN paHee nucan o6 3Tom YenoBeke. ITO A0 ellé NPOoA0NKETCA.

C KaKMMU TPYAHOCTAMM CTA/IKUBAIOTCA T€, KTO HacTaMBaeT Ha paccaeaoBaHUM 3TUX ybuiicTe?

Anv Kamasnos [[1aBa garectaHckoro otaeneHusa Cotosa KypHaauctos Poccum n asaasa Xagxmmypaga
Kamanosal, n gpyrue ceuaetenun no 3TMm AesiaM Noay4Ynn MHOTOUYNCAEHHbIE Yrpo3bl CO CTOPOHbI
Y/IEHOB CEMbW NMOA03PEBAEMbIX B MPMUYACTHOCTU K yomincTBam. Mo3TOMy, OCHOBbIBAsACb Ha TOT QaKT,
YTO MHOTME KYPHAINCTbI, KOTOPbIE UCCeA0BaN 3T YOUIMCTBA yKe YOUTbI, y Hac ecTb peasibHble
onaceHua 3a 6€30nacHOCTb 3TUX Nitogel. [o3aTomy, Mbl ObI/IN BbIHYXKAEHbI 06PaTUTbLCA 33
rocyAapCTBEHHOM 3aLLMUTON ANA HEKOTOPbIX U3 CBUAETENEN U B A@HHbIA MOMEHT }AEM UX OTBETA.
HepasHo, MyxTap Araes, apyr KamanoBa 1 BaXHblli CBUAETENb MO ero aeny, 6ol youT B pesynbTaTe
B3pbiBa 6boMbbl B aBTOMObUAE, B KOTOPOM OH HaXoAM/CS.

Kak Ha 3T gena moxKeT NoBAUATbL HenpaBwu/ibHaA KnaccupuKkauma npectynsieHuii (Kak 6bi10 B
c/lyyae c NoKyweHuem Ha ybuincteo AxmegHabu AxmegHabbinesa B aAHBape 2013 roaa).

Koraa gena He KnaccuouumMpoBaHbl A0MKHbIM 06pa3om, TO eCTb KOrga NokylieHne Ha yeuiicTeo
KYPHA/IMCTa paccMaTPMBAlOT KaK XY/IMTaHCTBO UM HaHeCeHUe TPaBMbl, TO 3TU Aena He
pacciegytoTca AONXKHbIM 06pa3om. Yrposbl He NpuHMMatoTcs Bcepbes B [larectaHe. Korga KTo-1nbo
noJiy4yaeT yrposy U pellaeT coobwmuTb 06 3TOM B MUIMLMIO, TO HUKAKOe paccnenoBaHne He
BO30YKAaeTcs, U3-3a OTCYTCTBUA NOCNeACTBUI. B TakMX cnyyanx, NPaBOOXPHUTENbHbIE OpPraHbl
3aAB/IAIOT, YTO Yrpo3a He ABAAETCA AOCTaTOYHON NPUYMHOW ANA BO3BYKAEHUA paccnenoBaHms.
MHorue noam cnpawwmnBaoT y NPaBOOXPaHUTENbHbBIX OPraHOB NPUYMHY, M3-33 KOTOPOI ypo3a, byab
TO TenedOHHbI 3BOHOK, CMC COOBLLEHME MM YTPO3a B YCTHOM BUAE B NPUCYTCTBUMN CBUAETENEN, HE
ABNAETCA [A0CTaTOYHbIM OCHOBaHMEM ANA BO3OYKAeHMA paccnefoBaHua. Tem He meHee, 3To-
o6Lwan Poccuitickan TeHAEHUMA , KOr4a YyroNoBHOE AeNo He Bo3by:KaaeTca no ¢paKTy yrposbl, ecau
nocneacTsma yrpos He NOCTynuAK. Yrposa 6e3 nocneactsuii He NpUHUMaeTcA Bcepbes!

Kak Bausaet ata cutyauma Ha cBob6oay BbipaxkeHUA mHeHuA B [larectaHe u B Poccuum B uenom?

3Ta cuTyaumA co3gaeT UaeanbHyto cpeay A5 NPeciefoBaHUA «HEXKeNaTeNbHbIX» KYPHANUCTOB.
OyeHb YBEANYMACA POCT YACNA YTONOBHbIX Ae/, BO3OYKAEHHbIX, UCNO/b3yA 3aKOH 0 AnddamaLmm u
aKCTpemuame [NpoTmB KypHanuctoB u CMW]. Ecnum aTa cuTyaums 6yaeT NpoaoiKaTbCca No KpaiHe
Mepe ele ABa roga, To cBoboaHbix CMU B Poccum He octaHeTcs coBcem! MpaBUTeNbCTBO aTakyeT
cB0bOAHYIO Npeccy Ha Bcex ppoHTax.



KakoBa cutyauusa B [larectaHe B HactosAuwee Bpema?

fl MOry YeCTHO CKa3aTb, YTO HblHellHAA cuTyauma B [larectaHe B nnaHe 6€30MacHOCTU XYPHa/INCTOB
XY}Ke, Uem Koraa-nnbo paHblie. NMoyemy? NMoTomMy U4TO, €CAun NATh IeT Hasad KOHGAUKT 6bin mexkay
BN1ACTbIO M XXYPHANUCTCKMM cO0bLLLECTBOM, TO celyac UAeT BOHa BHYTPU CaMOro XYPHa/IMCTCKOro

coobulecTsa.

HypHaNUCTbI, KOTOpble HaXoAATCA NOJ4 BAUAHUEM NPABUTEIbCTBEHHOM NponaraHabl, UCMONb3YIOT
pas/inyHble cnocobbl paspyleHna 4oBepusa K NOPALOYHbIM, HE3aBUCUMbIM XKYPHANNCTAM U
noAapbIBatoT UX paboTy. OHKU COTPYAHMUYAIOT ¢ B10rrepamu, Ny6ANKYIOT MHOFOUYMUCIEHHbIE CTaTbU
OANCKPeAUTUPYIOLLLME HAC, HE3aBMCUMMbIX KYPHANIUCTOB, K/es Ha Hac ApAbiK Mbo "Bpara Hapoga",
nmnbo "dawmcrta". Hanpumep Ha Tex, KTO OCMe/IMBAETCA BbICKa3bIBaTbh "a/ibTepHAaTUBHOE MHEHME" No
noBoAy Kpusuca B YKpanHe, HaK/enBatoT ApabiK "dawmcra”.

[axe uneHbl FlocysapcTBeHHON [lymbl yMTOMAHAIOT B CBOMX BbICTYMN/IEHUAX, YTO €CIN KTO-MB0, B TOM
yncae XKypHaAUCTbl M NPaBO3aLWUTHUKK, NOCMEET CKa3aTb YTO-IMB0 OTHOCUTENIbHO YKPAUHCKOTO
KpUW3nca, YTo He COOTBETCTBYET NO3MLUM NPABUTENbCTBA, BYAET « TMKBUAMPOBAH». ITO O3HAYaEeT, YTo
OHM OTKPbLITO NPU3bIBAIOT K YHUUTOXKEHMIO TEX, KTO OTKPOBEHHO BbICKA3bIBAET CBOE MHEHME.

HackonbKo, No Bawemy, noJsie3Hbl Takue ¢unbmbl, Kak "ypHanucrtbl noa npuuenom", n KTo
ABNAETCA OCHOBHOU Ny6anKon ana Hux?

Mbl, KaK XXYpPHa/NCTbI, He A0/KHbl 3a6bIBaTh TEX KYPHAIUCTOB, KOTOpble 6blAN YOUTHI 3alLMLLan
csoboay cnosa. Ecam mbl HMYero He byaem aenatb ANA TOro, YTobbl NOAN O HUX NOMHUAM,
Hanpumep, NMcaTb O HUX UAM OPraHU30BbIBAaTb MEPONPUATUA B UX MAMATK, TO KTO e ellé byaeT 3To
nenatb? Ecnn mbl 6yaem rosopuTb 06 3TOM KaxKAblil AeHb, HANOMMHATb NOAAM O TOM, YTO
NPOUCXOAMUT Ha CaMOM fienie, TO BAaCTU ByayT BbiHYKAEHbI MPUHATb MePbl MO 3TOMY MOBOAY.

Tenepb Bbl MOXeTe NOCMOTPETb MOJIHYIO Bepcuio Hawlero ¢uabma Ha cavte APTUKNIA 19 n Ha
YouTube.
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Biyakay Magomedov, 37, is the editor and a co-founder of Chernovik,one of the
few independent newspapers in Dagestan, in North Caucasus, Russian
Federation. As both a journalist and an experienced lawyer, he has investigated
the cases of the murdered journalists Ahmednabi Ahmednabiev (2013),
Khadzhimurad Kamalov (2011) and Abdumalik Ahmedilov (2009), as
highlighted in a new film ‘Journalists under Attack’, recently released by
ARTICLE 19 and its partners, the Russian Union of Journalists and the Mass
Media Defence Centre.

Magomedov is involved in the strategic protection of journalists’ rights and publishes
articles about the activities of law-enforcement agencies and the judiciary in the country.
As one of Russian republics most victim to pervasive violence in the past years,
Dagestan has been classified as one of the most dangerous places in the world for
journalists and human rights defenders. In this interview, conducted by Dona Karimova
from ARTICLE 19’s Europe and Central Asia Programme, Magomedov explains why this is
true and gives a unique insight into the challenges, risks and dangers faced by
journalists in his region.

WHY IS DAGESTAN OFTEN REFERRED TO AS 'THE
MOST DANGEROUS REGION' FOR JOURNALISTS?

There have been numerous historical events — including a civil war that has now been
going on for more than 10 years — which have led to the existence of 'problematic
issues' that needed to be voiced.

Due to the large creative and scientific community in Dagestan — both during the USSR
and after its collapse — journalism was highly developed in Dagestan, more than it was
in any other post-Soviet republic. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, many private
independent media outlets sprung up, the main focus of which was to develop freedom
of speech. This is how private media outlets and good journalism in the region came
about.

However, there has been a conflict of interest in Dagestan between the authorities, who
want to control everything from childbirth to funerals in the region, and the people and
the society as a whole. In order to address these challenges, the authorities have used
violence against journalists, which led to many deaths. This shows that the murdered
journalists raised very important issues and lost their lives as a result. If they never



raised these 'sensitive' issues and carried on doing what federal journalists do on TV
channels on a federal level in Moscow — government propaganda — then not even one
journalist would have been killed. Journalists are only killed for voicing an 'alternative
opinion'!

Those journalists that died were people with very strong principles, who did not hide
their position, who were impossible to bribe and who were not afraid of anything.
Therefore, the only way to 'deal' with them was to kill them.

THE FILM ‘JOURNALISTS UNDER ATTACK’ HIGHLIGHTS
THREE CASES OF MURDERED JOURNALISTS IN
DAGESTAN: AHMEDNABI AHMEDNABIEV,
KHADZHIMURAD KAMALOV AND ABDUMALIK
AHMEDILOV. WHY HAS IT TAKEN SO LONG TO
INVESTIGATE THESE CASES?

Ahmedilov was killed on 11 August 2009. For about 2-3 years after his death, the
authorities searched for his murderers but with no results. The most interesting thing
about this case is the fact that the people who instigated and executed Ahmedilov’s
murder are known to everybody. This is the only case in Dagestan when both the family
members and friends of the victim named the perpetrators straight after the killing and
also presented the motive.

However, with the 'noise' that we were able to raise together with theinternational
community — with the help of the International Union of Journalists, the Russian Union
of Journalists and other organisations, including ARTICLE 19, who helped us investigate
this case and raise it to an international level — the authorities were forced to re-start
the search for Ahmedilov's killers.

Two of the suspects, Murat Shuaibov and Isa Abdurahmanov, were caught last year. A
month ago [July 2014] the third suspect, Magomed Khazamov, was apprehended and
now all of them are facing trial in a regional court in Makhachkala. During questioning,
the suspects admitted to carrying out the murder and also gave a detailed explanation of
how it happened — including who ordered it and the amount of money that they were
paid. Furthermore, they named the instigator. But, the security services chose to hide
the name of the mastermind, falsified the evidence and opened a court case only against
the perpetrators of this crime. We are expecting the court's decision against the three
suspects to be announced in September, and that they will receive long prison sentences
for committing murder. However, due to pressure from the ‘higher powers', the
mastermind has escaped criminal investigation.

IF THERE IS INFORMATION REGARDING THE
MASTERMIND, WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES WHEN IT
COMES TO PURSUING THESE CASES?

Khadzimurad Kamalov's case has not been transferred to the court yet. Khazamov and
Shuaibov are also suspects in Kamalov’s murder. It was very hard to catch Khazamoyv,
but there were publications and help from the victim’s family and friends

themselves. We do not have enough information on how the investigation is going right
now, but we have been told that Khazamov was the first person to shoot at Kamalov.




There is a different investigative group working on this case [to that of Ahmedilov's].
Every six months the investigators in Kamalov's case are replaced, so it is taking longer
than usual. There is also another suspect that has not been caught yet — he is now
outside of Russia in the United Arab Emirates.

The mastermind [behind Kamalov’s killing] is the same person who ordered Ahmedilov's
murder — a deputy of the national [Dagestani] assembly. There have been publications
in media about him and he [the deputy] has used legal intimidation in order to stop
these publications, although we have been able to defend ourselves. Nevertheless, there
is a court case in Moscow against a journalists who wrote about this person. This case is
still ongoing.

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES FACING THOSE PUSHING
FOR INVESTIGATION INTO THESE MURDERS?

Ali Kamalov [Head of the Dagestani Branch of the Russian Union of Journalists and
Khadijmurad Kamalov’s Uncle] and other witnesses in these cases have previously been
threatened by the family members of those suspected of being behind the Killings.
Therefore, we have real concerns for their safety, keeping in mind that many journalists
who have investigated these murders have already been killed. As a result, we were
forced to apply for government protection for some of the witnesses and are waiting for
their response. Recently, Mukhtar Agaev, a friend of Kamalov and an important witness
in his case, was killed in an apparent car bomb attack.

WHAT IS THE IMPACT ON SUCH CASES, OF WRONGLY
CLASSIFYING THE CHARGES (AS WAS THE CASE WITH
THE ATTEMPTED MURDER OF AKHMEDNABI
AKHMEDNABYIEV IN JANUARY 2013)?

When the cases are not properly classified — i.e. not classified as attempted murder but
as either hooliganism or personal injury — they are not investigated properly. Threats
are not taken seriously in Dagestan. When someone receives a threat and decides to
report it, the police does not open any investigation. They state that threats are not
enough, and that they need for those threats to be carried out in order to start an
investigation. Many people ask the police why a threat, be it a phone call, text message
or verbal threat, in front of witnesses, is not a sufficient enough reason to investigate.
However, this is a general tendency in Russia, whereby a criminal case does not start
unless threats have been carried out — threats alone are not taken seriously.

WHAT EFFECT DOES THIS SITUATION HAVE ON THE
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN DAGESTAN AND IN
RUSSIA IN GENERAL?

This situation creates a perfect environment for the persecution of 'unwanted'
journalists. There has been a huge increase in the number of criminal cases opened
using the law on defamation and extremism [against journalists and media outlets]. If
this situation continues for at least two more years, I can say that there will not be any
free media in Russial The government is attacking free press on all fronts.



WHAT IS THE CURRENT SITUATION IN DAGESTAN?

I can honestly say that the current situation in Dagestan in terms of journalists’ safety is
worse than it has ever been. Why? Because, if five years ago the conflict was between
the authorities and the journalistic community, now there is a war within the journalistic
community itself.

Journalists who are under the influence of government propaganda are using various
ways to undermine the work and credibility of decent independent journalists. They
collaborate with bloggers to publish numerous articles discrediting us, the independent
journalists, labelling us either as enemies of the people or as fascists. Those who dare to
provide an 'alternative view' of the crisis in Ukraine are labelled as fascists, for example.

Even members of the State Duma mention in their speeches that if anyone, including
journalists and human rights defenders, dares to say something about the Ukrainian

crisis that is not in line with the government's position, hey will be 'eliminated'. This

means that they are openly calling for the extermination of those who speak out.

HOW USEFUL ARE FILMS LIKE THIS AND WHO DO YOU
THINK SHOULD THE MAIN AUDIENCE BE?

We, as journalists, should not forget these cases of journalists who were killed defending
freedom of speech. If we do not do something to remember them — i.e. write about
them, organize events to commemorate them — who else is going to do this? If only we
spoke about this day after day, reminded people of what is actually going on, then the
authorities would be forced to do something about it.

You can now watch all of our new film Journalists Under Attack on theARTICLE
19 website and on YouTube.



