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To shave or  not to shave … 
Dr. Agnès Callamard,  

Executive Director 

Over the last 12 months, through the few 
lines of our Newsletter’s editorial, I have 
sought to offer a view of world events 
through the lens of freedom of expression. 
More often than not, freedom of expression 
has been at the centre of world events.  This 
reality probably is in sharp contrast with what 
might have been said just a few years ago.  
Would we have imagined some time back 
that the following dialogue would occur at 
ARTICLE 19’s evening drinks?  One of our 

Iranian colleagues was explaining why he had 
just shaved away his beard.  Another 
colleague, from India, agreed that he was 
considering doing the same thing or at least 
having a “clean”  shave. This was not a 
fashion driven conversation.  It was fear: fear 
of being singled out, of being picked on; fear 
of being pulled aside in a queue; fear of being 
forced to leave a plane.   

Shouldn’ t we be asking ourselves: “What is 
this society doing wrong for it to generate an 
overall social atmosphere that makes some of 
us feel bound to remove from our person any 
visible characteristics that could set us apart, 
could identify us as being a member of a 
particular “group”  irrespective of whether or 
not we actually belong to such a group?”   The 
recent incident in which two young men of 
Asian descent were escorted by the Spanish 
police from a London-bound plane, conveyed 
to my colleagues and their friends that their 
fears are well grounded.  

Beard-o-phobia? - Another consequence of 
this creeping Islam-o-phobia?  The call for 
“ racial profiling”  is becoming increasingly 
legitimate across the political spectrum while 
the public seems keen to take matters into 
their own hands.  Although some dissenting 
voices are heard, including from within the 
UK police for instance, I fear these will have 
relatively little impact on the grip of security 
discourse on public consciousness.  
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Security once again has been at the centre of 
domestic and international politics. The most 
egregious recent example is the 
disproportionate and indiscriminate bombings 
in Lebanon and the random targeting of 
civilians in northern Israel. More often than 
not, it has been a conception of security 
stripped of complexity and nuance, reduced 
to the bare bones of fear and violence. In the 
name of security, public policy measures are 
taken that not long ago had been part of a 
distant past.  

Yet, rather than fear, the key concept and 
aspiration that should be driving national and 
global leadership in the face of global 
insecurity should be human security, 
encapsulating but not limited to national 
security, and consisting of two basic pillars: 
the freedom from want and the freedom from 
fear. A large number of governmental and 
non-governmental actors have thrown their 
weight behind this approach, as highlighted 
by the appointment in 2001 of a panel of 
high-level experts mandated by the 
international community to focus on a 
number of distinct but interrelated issues of 
human security, including conflict, terrorism, 
economic insecurities, health care, and 
universal education. 

The Commission©s conclusions and report, 
launched in 2003, proposed a new security 
framework that centres directly and 
specifically on people.  Human security 
complements state security, furthers human 
development and enhances human rights. It 
complements state security by being people-
centred and addressing insecurities that have 
not been considered as state security threats. 
Respecting human rights are at the core of 
protecting human security. The Commission 
also urged the international community to 
recognise the role played by the media in 
providing the life skills that people need to 
have a voice in public debates, enabling them 
to actively exercise their rights and fulfil their 
responsibilities.   

Indeed, freedom of expression must be one of 
those freedoms most celebrated, especially in 
the face of hegemonic discourses that are 

upheld by fear and the threat of violence. For, 
freedom of expression is not about protecting 
the voices of the powerful, the voices of the 
hegemonic or the voices of the consensus; 
freedom of expression is concerned with 
protecting and defending diversity – of 
interpretation, opinion and view. It is the 
responsibility too placed on us all to listen to, 
and tolerate, what we don’ t like.  

So maybe the small hope with which we are 
left and one of the few things yet to celebrate 
is the current emerging strength of the 
dissenting voices.  Some, in Israel, have 
begged for a lasting peace even while 
mourning the loss of their loved ones.  
Others, in Lebanon, have satirised the conflict 
through their art or criticised Hezbollah for 
its part in the tragedy. Many have 
demonstrated against their government’s 
positions on the Israel-Lebanon conflict. 
Criticism has emerged from the strangest 
quarters: Ryanair, for example, has made fun 
of our obsessive-compulsive terrorism 
phobia, mocking the vetting applied even to 
personal toiletries. We should not 
underestimate the courage it takes to speak 
out against the flow of public consciousness. 
We should not underestimate the courage it 
takes to dissent from popular opinion. 
Debates not guns; skills not fear; laws not 
violence; diversity not exclusion: the path to 
security is paved with human rights.  

 
ALERT: A new wave of anti-ter ror ist 

legislation  
 

 
Over the last six months, another wave of 
anti-terror legislation has spread, including in 
Turkey, Russia, Jordan, and Egypt.  In the 
cases reviewed by ARTICLE 19, these 
legislation fail to strike an appropriate 
balance between national security and 
freedom of expression.  
 
For instance, in the Russian Federation, new 
amendments to extremism legislation were 
signed into law by President Vladimir Putin 
on 28 July 2006. In the name of national 
security, the amendments introduce far-
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reaching and illegitimate limitations to 
freedom of expression. The definition of 
‘extremism’  includes criticism of public 
officials, while no link is required between an 
alleged statement of incitement and any 
ensuing violence. The Russian Federation is 
effectively suppressing the legitimate 
criticism of elected representatives. 
Moreover, the speed with which the 
amendments were pushed through – with just 
three weeks between the first reading and 
President Putin’s signature – means that 
people’s right to debate new legislative 
initiatives was undercut. 
 
In Turkey, a draft Law to amend the 1991 
“Law to Fight Terrorism” has recently been 
adopted by the Turkish Parliament. It 
prohibits periodicals from making 
propaganda of a ‘ terrorist organisation’ . Yet 
‘ terrorist organisation’  is very broadly 
defined, and covers organisations that would 
not have been encompassed within the 1991 
law. The term ‘propaganda’  is also capable of 
many interpretations and no adequate 
clarification is provided. Moreover, a clear 
line should be drawn between statements 
which are intended and likely to provoke a 
terrorist attack, and those which are 
offensive. The Turkish draft law might lead 
to the suppression of a statement merely 
because it is strongly disapproved of by the 
majority.  This is of course incompatible with 
both a democratic form of government and 
with international law. 
 
Russia and Turkey do not stand alone in their 
abuse of anti-terror laws. Since 9/11, a range 
of countries around the world have legislated 
to toughen up their anti-terror regimes. The 
United Kingdom, Spain and Denmark, 
have criminalised the ‘ justification’  or 
glorification of terrorism, in some form or 
other. In many countries, a very broad 
definition of ‘ terrorism’  has been adopted 
leading to a real risk that these laws will have 
a serious impact on the right to freedom of 
expression. The UN Human Rights 
Committee has criticised the United States 
for extending its anti-terror laws to include 
conduct in the context of political dissent 
which, while unlawful, cannot seriously be 

classified as ‘ terrorist’ . Less democratic 
regimes, including China, Ethiopia and 
Nepal, have used anti-terror laws to clamp 
down on peaceful protestors and political 
dissidents, while in Nigeria, two journalists 
have recently been arrested on charges of 
sedition for publicly criticising the 
government.  
 
Despite criticism by NGOs and UN human 
rights bodies of over-use of anti-terror laws, 
more anti-terror laws are in the pipeline. For 
example, the United K ingdom Home 
Secretary has announced that a 
‘consolidating’  terror bill will be introduced 
in Parliament in February 2007.  (For more 
information, contact Peter Noorlander, 
peter@article19.org) 
 

 
ARTICLE 19  

Country snapshots 
 

 
Argentina: Since April 2006, ARTICLE 19  
and the Asociación por los Derechos Civiles 
(ADC) have organised a series of information 
and training sessions on access to information 
held by public bodies. These sessions have 
reached a great variety of social sectors, from 
an association of rural producers in the 
province of Córdoba to NGOs working on 
different discrimination issues, and including 
university students and public officials.  A 
user-friendly guide to the Access to 
Information Law of the City of Buenos Aires 
has also been published. It describes in 
simple language the procedure to follow for 
the correct use of the law. Both the trainings 
and the guide are part of ARTICLE 19 
continuous an integrated effort across the 
region to raise awareness of the right to 
access to information and to expand the 
knowledge and use of the existing legal 
avenues to obtain information. (For more 
information, contact Rafael Barca, 
rafael@article19.org) 
 
Australia: In April 2006, ARTICLE 19 made 
a submission to the Australian Law Reform 
Commission’s review of Australia’s sedition 
laws – whether such laws are defensible in a 
modern democratic society.  ARTICLE 19’s 
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submission was cited over twenty times in the 
Commission’s Discussion Paper released in 
May 2006 and the Commission adopted 
ARTICLE 19’s policy stance in several 
significant regards, calling upon the 
Australian government to remove the term 
‘sedition’  from the federal statute book, to 
replace the offences with narrowly drafted 
incitement offences which urge violence 
against the government or community groups, 
and to dismiss the proposal to adopt the 
offences of ‘glorification’  or ‘encouragement’  
of terrorism, as adopted in the UK.  The 
Commission expressly stated that it is 
absolutely critical that “ there is a bright line 
between freedom of expression – even when 
exercised in a confronting or unpopular 
manner – and the reach of the criminal law” . 
(For more information, contact Sophie Redmond, 
sophie@article19.org) 
 
I ran: In April 2006, ARTICLE 19 attended a 
conference for Iranian journalists, press 
freedom advocates and human rights lawyers 
in Istanbul, Turkey.  We prepared a detailed 
legal analysis on the Iranian press law and 
made a presentation on the prospects for 
improving press freedom in Iran in the 
context of the Press Law.  The conference, 
along with ARTICLE 19 on-going 
monitoring and research into freedom of 
expression concerns in Iran form part of a 
programme of activities on Iran that include 
trainings, monitoring reports, manuals, and 
campaigns. (For more information, contact 
Sophie Redmond, sophie@article19.org) 
 
Maldives: In May 2006, ARTICLE 19 
participated to a fact-finding mission to the 
Maldives, together with four other 
organisations (International Media Support, 
Reporter without Borders, the International 
Federation of Journalists and the South Asia 
Press Commission). The mission observed an 
improvement in freedom of expression and 
the growth of independent media. 
Nevertheless, the group was concerned with 
patterns of attacks and harassment against 
independent and opposition media, and with 
proposed draft Bills which fail to meet 
international standards on freedom of 
expression. ARTICLE 19 is providing its 
expertise to review the legal reform process, 

and advocate for amendments and changes 
where required. (For more information, contact 
Peter Noorlander: peter@article19.org) 
  
Mexico:  ARTICLE 19 is carrying out a 
monitoring exercise on youth access to sexual 
and reproductive health information. 
Together with four local partners  working 
for better sexual and reproductive health 
(SRH) services in Mexico (GIRE, Equidad de 
Género, Modemmujer, and Fundar), we have 
issued dozens of information requests to 
public institutions responsible for 
implementing health policies that affect 
young people. These requests were informed 
by our discussions with two focus groups of 
students and young health activists, set up in 
order to better identify SRH information most 
relevant to young people.  Our final findings 
will be available later this autumn, but 
preliminary results indicate important gaps in 
how the government©s health institutions 
impart information in the area of sexual and 
reproductive health of young people.  The 
monitoring findings will assist us in issuing 
targeted recommendations to ensure that the 
Mexican national and local health authorities 
generate, systematize and release good 
quality information in this area.  (For more 
information, contact Alexandra Garita, 
alexandrag@article19.org) 
 
Russia: ARTICLE 19 undertook a research 
and advocacy mission to Russia in May, 
together with our partner organisation, the 
Mass Media Defence Center (MMCD).  In 
the Ural town of Chelyabisnk, we met with 
local activists as part of our project to support 
lawyers and their organisations in setting up 
their own programmes for legal defence in 
Chelyabinsk and Dagestan. In the Russian 
regions, effective legal defence of journalists 
is scarce or altogether absent.  During this 
visit, we also gathered information for an 
upcoming report on access to environmental 
information in Russia: Chelyabinsk is one of 
the most polluted parts of Russia, and the 
location of nuclear complexes. Meetings were 
also held with several local NGOs and 
donors, including Internews, the Commission 
for Freedom of Information and the Centre 
for Journalism in Extreme Situations. Among 
other things, ARTICLE 19 discussed  
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strategies to ensure the safe continuation of 
NGO activities in Russia, despite obstacles to 
their work brought about by recent 
modifications to Russian legislation. (For 
more information, contact Federica Prina, 
federica@article19.org) 
 
Commonwealth of Independent States: In 
May 2006, ARTICLE 19 began 
implementing its new monitoring and 
campaigning project in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS). Its purpose is to 
strengthen respect for freedom of expression 
in the CIS region by endorsing local 
organisations’  advocacy and campaigning 
work, reminding governments of their 
international obligations, and offering 
ARTICLE 19 expertise in harmonising 
domestic laws with international standards on 
freedom of expression. (For more information, 
contact Federica Prina, federica@article19.org) 
  
L iber ia: In June 2006, ARTICLE 19 and 
other members of the International 
Partnership for Media and Conflict in West 
Africa met the Speaker of the Liberian House 
of Representatives and the Chairman on 
Information and Broadcasting to discuss 
media law and policy reform in Liberia. 
During the meeting, the Speaker voiced his 
support for the reform of Liberia’s media 
laws and policies to ensure they meet with 
international standards and best practices. He 
also called on all stakeholders especially the 
Ministry of Information to speed up the 
transformation of the Liberian Broadcasting 
System (LBS) into a state broadcasting entity, 
independent from all political and economic 
forces. The media law reform is coordinated 
by UNESCO, ARTICLE 19, IMS and the 
national working group. Several consultations 
with the media, civil society, relevant 
government officials and lawyers were held 
and two draft bills (one, an access to 
information and the other, an independent 
broadcasting regulator) were produced.  (For 
more information, contact Fatou Jagne-Senghore,  
fatou@article19.org) 
 
 
 
 

 
Senegal: ARTICLE 19 in partnership with 
CESTI, ISSIC and the Doctorate School of  
Political Science of the University Cheich  
Anta Diop in Dakar organised a Colloquium 
on the application of international freedom of 
expression standards in Senegal. The 
Colloquium brought together key media 
practitioners, academics and leaders of media 
regulatory bodies to discuss the practical 
implementation of international standards on 
freedom of expression.  ARTICLE 19 will, in 
the coming months, work closely with the 
academic and regulatory institutions to 
increase their research and analytical capacity 
on key freedom of expression issues and will 
also work with local partners to strengthen 
freedom of expression during the up-coming 
presidential elections in February 2007. (For 
more information, contact Fatou Jagne-Senghore,  
fatou@article19.org) 
 
Council of Europe: ARTICLE 19 has been 
stepping up its involvement with the Council 
of Europe (CoE). In June, we were admitted 
as one of the few NGOs with observer status 
to the CoE Steering Committee on Media and 
New Communications Technologies and two 
of its expert groups, on public service 
broadcasting and on media in times of crisis. 
We also participated in a meeting of the 
CoE©s Group of Specialists on Access to 
Official Documents, which is in the process 
of developing a binding international treaty in 
the area of access to information. As one of 
only two civil society organisations 
represented at the meeting, ARTICLE 19 
provided important counterweight to the 
governmental majority. We pressed strongly 
for a treaty which would provide a more 
extensive guarantee of the right to access 
publicly held information than the CoE©s 
existing Recommendation R(2002)2, even if 
such a treaty would take longer to garner the 
necessary ratifications from Member States. 
The current working document of the Group 
of Specialists reflects a series of amendments 
inserted at the suggestion of ARTICLE 19. 
(For more information, contact Daniel Simons, 
daniel@article19.org) 
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Freedom of expression debate 

in the non-recognised  
Republic of Abkhazia 

 
 
On 4 July, ARTICLE 19 together with its 
partner organisation, the Sukhum Media 
Club, held a public roundtable to discuss key 
issues of freedom of expression in Abkhazia  
- a region that has violently broken away 
from Georgia in the early 90s and has since 
existed as a de-facto independent state 
without international recognition. Participants 
included representatives of the authorities, a 
Supreme Court judge, the leadership of the 
‘State TV’ , members of the general 
prosecutor’s office, journalists and NGO 
activists. The discussion developed into a 
fascinating, heated debate between civil 
society and Abkhaz officials, in which civil 
society representatives and journalists raised 
some of their most burning and sensitive 
issues with representatives of the authorities. 
Key observations and outcomes included: 
·  Abkhazia does not face as much 

bureaucratic inertia as many post-Soviet 
countries. It should therefore be easier to 
implement such reforms as public service 
broadcasting.  The head of Abkhaz TV 
agreed to participate in discussions with 
civil society regarding their proposals for 
increasing public interest content on 
television (for example, by reintroducing 
live TV debates); 

·  In response to an overly secretive 
administrative culture and the difficulties 
of accessing even the most commonplace 
public information such as public health 
figures; a working group of 
parliamentarians, lawyers and a 
representative of the de-facto presidential 
administration was set up with the aim of 
developing a freedom of information 
legal framework for Abkhazia. ARTICLE 
19 is providing support and assistance;  

·  During the roundtable, it was made 
known that the General Prosecutor’s 
Office had plans to introduce new 
provisions to the Mass Media Law 
against insult of the President and senior 
state officials. The proposals prompted a 

heavy reaction from local and 
international civil society representatives 
who defended the widely recognised 
principle that public officials must 
tolerate more criticism than ordinary 
people, precisely because they hold 
public offices and need to be subject to 
scrutiny. It was also pointed out that there 
is no need to establish special rules for 
the media and that defamation should be 
dealt with in laws of general application.  
(For more information, contact  Anoush 
Begoyan, anoush@article19.org) 

 
 

AFRICA: The 7th Afr ican Union 
(AU) Summit: a missed opportunity 

to uphold and strengthen human 
r ights 

 
 
The 7th African Union (AU) Summit held in 
Gambia will be remembered for many things:  

·  The 25th anniversary of the Banjul/ 
African Charter on Human and 
Peoples Rights; 

·  The decision to bring to justice 
former Chadian President, Hissen 
Habre; 

·  The swearing in of the Judges of the 
African Court on human rights and; 

·  The banning by Gambian authorities 
of a meeting of journalists and 
freedom of expression advocates 
from around the continent.  

 
The Summit made headlines within and 
beyond the continent. Discussions took place 
and decisions were taken on a range of 
relevant issues including regional integration, 
Africa’s relationship with the rest of the 
world and the many conflicts that persist in 
several countries.  However, the underlining 
causes for these conflicts - the poverty and 
hardship experienced by many Africans - 
were overlooked. The serious violations of 
fundamental human rights especially freedom 
of expression in the Gambia, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Tunisia and Zimbabwe among 
others also failed to be addressed.   
The Summit missed an important opportunity 
to take a closer, more critical look at the 



 
To obtain copies of ARTICLE 19 reports or seek further information on ARTICLE 19 work, please visit our website: 
www.article19.org; or contact us at: ARTICLE 19, 6-8 Amwell Street, London  EC1R 1UQ. Tel: +44 20 7278 9292 / Fax: +44 
20 7278 7660. Email: info@article19.org 

 

failure and challenges of African States to 
respect the minimum standards established by 
the African regional human rights system 25 
years ago. Over the past few years, the 
African Commission on Human and Peoples 
Rights has been weakened and its efforts to 
protect the victims of human rights abuses 
have been frustrated by many African 
governments, who have systematically 
refused to implement its decisions and 
recommendations.  
 
This situation has been worsened by the 
January 2006 decision of the AU Assembly 
to deny the African Commission the little 
power and discretion it has under the African 
Charter to take urgent resolutions against 
State parties who violate the African Charter.    
 
During the Summit, a Declaration to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the 
African Charter was adopted. However, it did 
not add any new impetus to the struggle to 
protect human rights on the continent.  
 
The real debate on the state of human rights 
in Africa was not held and once again, this 
burning issue was left at the periphery of the 
historic Summit. The AU is unfortunately 
repeating the same mistakes of its 
predecessor, the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU): denying effective human right 
protection to African peoples.  (For more 
information, contact Fatou Jagne-Senghore, 
fatou@article19.org) 
 

Some ARTICLE 19  Success Stor ies 
March-June 2006 

 
ARTICLE 19’s Broadcasting Curriculum and 
Manual for African regulators have been a 
great success and were welcomed by many 
practitioners on the continent.  Prof. Tawana 
Kupe, Head of School, School of Literature & 
Language Studies, of the University of the 
Witwatersrand said: “ The manual should be 
sent to University departments of Media 
Studies, Journalism and Communication most 
of which in Southern Africa at least have 
courses on media policy and regulation. This 
year in my own courses I used the manual 
quite a lot and it works very well for 
introducing the issues to students. Some have 
also started writing to newspapers etc to raise 

issues of independent regulation.”   
 
The Macedonian Parliament adopted a 
Freedom of Information Act, which included 
key recommendations advocated by 
ARTICLE 19 and its local partners. 
Macedonia has also recently repealed prison 
sentences for defamation. 

 
The de facto President of Abkhazia expressed 
support for the aim of our new project in the 
country and for the development of a freedom 
of information framework. 
 
ARTICLE 19 successfully campaigned for 
improvements to the European Bank 
Information Disclosure Policy, including 
appeal rights for stakeholders outside the EU. 
The policy was adopted in May. 
 
ARTICLE 19 and Amnesty International 
successfully lobbied the Lebanese authorities 
to drop criminal defamation charges against a 
high profile human rights lawyer, Dr 
Mohammed Mugraghby. 
 
The Hong Kong LegCo commission agreed 
with ARTICLE 19’s concerns over public 
service broadcasting in Hong Kong and will 
write formal report on this subject. ARTICLE 
19’s report has frequently been referred to 
within the Hong Kong media. 
 

 
 

Voices of I raq  
 

 
On 22nd June 2006, ARTICLE 19 hosted an 
event at the Clifford Chance offices in 
Canary Wharf entitled ‘Voices from Iraq’ . 
The purpose of the evening was to mark the 
important work that ARTICLE 19 has carried 
out in Iraq over the course of the past year 
and to celebrate Iraqi voices. The evening 
opened with Ehsan Emam’s soulful 
strumming on the oud. This was followed by 
a recital of the Kurdish poet Choman 
Hardi’s stirring verses, which painted an 
optimistic picture of rebirth full of colour and 
hope.  The evening’s final guest speaker was 
Adil Raheem, a journalist, human rights 
campaigner and lecturer at Basra University 
who shared his opinions on the current media 
climate and its effect on citizens’  rights to 
freedom of expression, as well as his own 
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personal experiences. Adil referred 
eloquently to the old regime’s ‘media of 
power’  which silenced the ‘power of the 
media’ , essential to the fight for free 
expression. He then articulated the daily 
struggle that he faces in his journalistic quest 
and in his advocacy for democracy and 
improved human rights in Iraq.  He voiced 
the harsh reality facing him each morning 
when leaving the house, knowing that he may 
not return to his wife and children come 
nightfall. 
 
The performances were followed by a 
question and answer session chaired by 
George Alagiah, BBC news anchor and 
ARTICLE 19 board member. The panellists 
and the audience embarked on a lively 
debate, discussing if and how freedom of 
expression might be improved in Iraq and the 
difficulties faced by the Western media in 
their endeavours to portray Iraq accurately. 
While Choman argued that the regeneration 
taking place in Kurdistan is being overlooked 
in favour of more macabre depictions, Ehsan 
and Adil did not consider this to be a true 
reflection of the more sordid reality that 
exists in other Iraqi provinces.  The evening 
was then brought to a close as eloquently as it 
had begun – with inspirational performances 
by Ehsan and Choman.  (For further 
information, contact Sarah Richani, 
sarah@article19.org) 
 
 

 
Global Transparency Initiative 

launches Transparency Char ter  for  
IFIs 

 
 
ARTICLE 19 has been a founding and active 
member of the Global Transparency Initiative 
(GTI) since it was first conceptualised at a 
meeting in Georgia, USA, in February 2003. 
This unique project brings together eight 
NGOs from two communities – those which 
focus on access to information issues, 
including ARTICLE 19, and those which 
work on international financial institutions 
(IFIs) – in a structured cooperation. 
 

From the beginning, ARTICLE 19 has been 
tasked with developing the Transparency 
Charter, the “ flagship statement of the 
standards to which [GTI members] believe 
IFI access to information policies should 
conform”. This has meant that ARTICLE 19 
has had a very central role to play in the GTI 
and the development of its core identity and 
thrust.  The Charter has been developed over 
a two year period through an extensive 
participatory consultation process, including 
online gathering of comments, expert group 
meetings, regional meetings and one-to-one 
discussions. This process has allowed us to 
meet several objectives.  As the basis of a 
broad endorsement campaign, the Charter 
must attract a high degree of consensus 
among groups and individuals who support 
IFI openness. The Charter will also be a key 
advocacy tool for promoting greater IFI 
transparency. To be effective in this role, it 
must be a strong but defensible statement of 
principle about openness. Finally, the Charter 
needs to serve as an important educational 
tool, particularly for IFI focused groups. As 
such, it must be clear and self-explanatory. 
 
The Charter consists of nine key principles, 
each accompanied by detailed commentary. 
The various principles deal with access to 
information as a human right, the obligation 
of automatic or routine disclosure, access to 
decision-making, the right to request 
information, limited exceptions, appeals, 
whistleblower protection, promotional 
measures and the need for regular review.  
 
The Charter will be launched during the 
IMF/World Bank Group Annual meetings in 
Singapore from 14-20 September 2006. An 
initial civil society launch will take place in 
Batam, Indonesia on 17 September, followed 
by a launch at formal meetings in Singapore 
on 19 September. (The Charter is available on 
ARTICLE 19 www.article19.org and GTI 
www.ifitransparency.org websites. For more 
information, contact Toby Mendel: 
toby@article19.org) 
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Peru: Access to sexual and 

reproductive r ights information 
 

 
“ I f we don’ t have information, we can’ t 
demand our rights”  These words from a 
member of the Vigilance Table of Women 
Organisations for Sexual and Reproductive 
Rights in Lima sum up the link between the 
right to access to information and the 
protection of sexual and reproductive health 
rights in Peru as experienced by grass roots 
activists. 
 
From September 2005 to April 2006, 
ARTICLE 19, the Centro de La Mujer 
Peruana Flora Tristán and the Instituto 
Prensa Y Sociedad (IPYS) organised sixteen 
workshops with civil society organisations 
and public officials working on sexual and 
reproductive health rights in four different 
regions of the country: Cusco, Lima, Piura 
and San Martin. The workshops brought 
together more than one hundred NGO 
representatives and grassroots activists 
working on issues related to health rights, 
including of women, people living with 
HIV/AIDS, the young, the poor and other 
vulnerable groups. More than eighty public 
officials working at different levels in Sate 
Health institutions participated in specific 
workshops aimed at increasing their 
knowledge of the existing Access to 
Information legislation and their duties under 
it. Joint sessions allowed civil society and 
State representatives to learn more about each 
other’s limitations, needs, expectations and 
frustrations at the moment of exercising the 
public’s right to know. 
 
The experience in Peru shows that obtaining 
information from public institutions, through 
a process protected by the law, challenges 
and improves the way organisations and 
individuals demand and protect health rights. 
The exercise of this right and the use of 
public information in advocacy efforts 
empowers individuals and encourages more 
transparent practices and policies from the 
state and from public officials. 
 

A series of recommendations will be 
presented to the authorities of the new elected 
government. The adoption and 
implementation of these recommendations 
will have the potential to improve the State’s 
health services and to encourage civil society 
to participate and engage in a more effective 
way in developing and monitoring public 
policies and practices.  Reports in Spanish are 
available on ARTICLE 19 website 
www.article19.org.  (For more information, 
contact Rafael Barca, rafael@article19.org) 
 

ARTICLE 19 condemns the 
extension of Aung San Suu Kyi’s 

house arrest 
 

 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi spent her 61st 
birthday, on 19 June, in detention following 
the Burmese government’s decision in May 
2006 to extend her detention for another 
year.  Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, a Nobel 
Laureate and leader of Burma’s democracy 
movement, is also an honorary board member 
of ARTICLE 19.  She has spent eleven of the 
last seventeen years in detention.   
  
The regime’s policy on Aung San Suu Kyi 
and the National League of Democracy is a 
symbol of disregard and repression of the 
Burmese people. Nevertheless, it is just the 
tip of an iceberg of gross human rights 
violations in Burma. The Government, also 
known as the SPDC (State Peace and 
Development Council) has continued to 
blatantly violate human rights, particularly of 
ethnic minorities, and to repress freedoms of 
speech and assembly. For instance, on 9 June, 
a criminal court in North Rangoon sentenced 
two people who published a book of poems 
deemed as anti-government to nineteen years 
of imprisonment. The government has also 
started to exert more control over the Internet 
and cyber communication, and access to 
Gmail and G-Talk has been blocked since the 
end of June.  
  
Despite universal international support for 
Aung San Suu Kyi, there have been 
insufficient and unsuccessful concrete actions 
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taken to secure her release.  The UN Security 
Council has held two discussions on Burma, 
but has failed to take any concrete action. 
ARTICLE 19 has therefore joined a world-
wide campaign to ensure that the UUSC 
passes a binding resolution demanding the 
release of Aung San Suu Kyi and all political 
prisoners, and the restoration of democracy in 
Burma. (For more information, contact Dini 
Widiastuti, dini@article19.org)   
 

 
ARTICLE 19 publications  
February 2006 – July 2006 

 
·  Afghanistan: Memorandum on Media Law, 

April 2006 
·  Afr ica: Broadcasting Pluralism and Diversity, 

Training Manual, July 2006 
·  Afr ican Union: Joint Recommendations on 

Freedom of Expression, June 2006 
·  Angola: Recommendations Before Elections, 

June 2006 and May 2006 
·  Argentina: Nuestro Derecho a Saber: Guia 

Para Usar la Ley de Acceso a la Información 
Pública de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires (Our right 
to know: Guide to using the Access to Public 
Information Law of the City of Buenos Aires), 
May 2006 

·  Australian Law Commission: Submission on 
the Sedition Law, April 2006 

·  Bahrain: Letter on a Proposed Law on 
Assembly (With Amnesty International), June 
2006 

·  Belarus: Letter to the General Prosecutor in 
Relation to the Beating of Journalist, Aleh 
Ulevich, 22 March 2006 

·  Cayman I slands: Memorandum on Freedom of 
Information Law, May 2006 

·  Democratic Republic of Congo: Constat et 
Recommandations a Propos de la Situation 
Électorale en République Démocratique du 
Congo (Democratic Republic of Congo: Report 
and Recommendations on the Electoral 
Situation in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo), June 2006 

·  European Bank for  Reconstruction and 
Development: Memorandum on Information 
Disclosure Policy, February 2006 

·  European Investment Bank: Note on 
Information Disclosure Policy  

·  Fij i: Memorandum on Freedom of Information 
Law, August 2006 

·  Hong Kong: Submission to Review of Public 
Service Broadcasting, April 2006 

·  International Commission of Jur ists: 
Submission to the High Level Panel on 
Terrorism, April 2006 

·  I ran: Memorandum on Press Law, March 2006 
·  I raq: Memorandum on the Constitution, 

February 2006 
·  Jordan: Memorandum on Broadcasting 

Regulations, March 2006 
·  Kazakhstan: Memorandum on Amendments to 

Media Laws, June 2006 
·  Kenya: Memorandum on Information and 

Communications Bill, May 2006 
·  Kenya: Statement on the Media Council Bill, 

March 2006 
·  Kenya: Memorandum on Freedom of 

Information Law, January 2006 
·  Macedonia: Memorandum on Freedom of 

Information law, January 2006   
·  Malaysia: Memorandum on the Media Law, 

July 2006 
·  Maldives: Memorandum on Press Law, May 

2006 
·  Mexico: Las Diez Preguntas y Respuestas en 

Materia de Derecho de Acceso a la Información 
a Nivel Federal para Empresarios (Ten 
Questions and Answers in relation to the Right 
to Access Information at a Federal Level for 
Businesses), June 2006 

·  Mexico: Letter to Presidential Candidates 
Urging them to Pledge their Commitment to 
Access to Information. June 2006 

·  Moldova: Memorandum on a Proposed 
Transparency Law, June 2006 

·  Moldova, Belarus and Ukraine: Report on 
Defamation, May 2006 

·  Moldova: Memorandum on Broadcasting 
Laws, April 2006 

·  Mongolia: Comments on Freedom of 
Information Proposals, May 2006 

·  Namibia: Memorandum on the 
Communications Bill, July 2006 

·  Peru: Report on Workshops for Women’s 
Organisations Working on Reproductive and 
Sexual Health Rights, July 2006 

·  Russia: Statement on the Extremism Law, July 
2006 

·  Serbia: Letter to President Condemning Insult 
Laws, February 2006 

·  South Sudan: Proposal for a Public Service 
Broadcasting Bill, April 2006 

·  South Sudan: Proposal for a Draft 
Broadcasting Bill, April 2006 

·  UK: Memorandum on Statutory Definition of 
Terrorism, April 2006 
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·  Ukraine: Press Release on Access to 
Information on the 20th Anniversary of the 
Chernobyl Disaster, April 2006 

·  Zambia: Recommendations Before the 
Elections, June 2006 

·  Development, Pover ty and Freedom of 
Expression, Article Written for UNESCO 
World Press Freedom Day, May 3rd, 2006, 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 

·  Freedom of Speech and Offence: Why 
Blasphemy Laws are not the Appropr iate 
Response, Article published in Equal Voices, 
EUMC, Issue 18, June 2006 

·  Freedom of Expression and Press Freedom: 
Protecting and Respecting Human Secur ity, 
OSCE Supplementary Meeting on Freedom of 
the Media, key note speech, Vienna, 13-14 July, 
2006 

·  Gender-based Censorship and the News 
Media, an article written for International 
Women’s Day, March 8, 2006 

 
 

Coming up… 
 

Al-Jazeera Training: From 20-24 August 
2006, we will conduct a training session for 
Al-Jazeera staff in Doha, Qatar. The training, 
commissioned by Al-Jazeera, will focus on 
media laws from a freedom of expression 
perspective. 
 
Nepal Mission: ARTICLE 19 will participate 
in an international mission to Nepal from 4-7 
September 2006 to assess and advise on the 
priorities for media law reform in Nepal. This 
follows earlier missions which put pressure 
on the government to roll back some of the 
more repressive measures adopted throughout 
2005. 
 
Central Asia Pocketbook: This autumn, 
ARTICLE 19 will launch a Pocketbook on 
Freedom of Expression for Central Asia, in 
both English and Russian.  
 
Global Defamation Leaflets: ARTICLE 19 
is about to publish, in five languages, two 
pamphlets on defamation. One, a defamation 
ABC, explains the main features of 
defamation law, as well as the key 
international standards in this area. The other 
focuses on the evils of criminal defamation, 

largely as illustrated through some leading 
cases of abuse.  
 
Russia: ARTICLE 19 will critically review 
the latest legal developments and practice in 
the Russian Federation, in light of a recent 
progressive Supreme Court resolution, stating 
that Russian courts “must take into account 
the legal position of the European Court of 
Human Rights”  in defamation cases. The 
findings, released in December 2006, will 
include recommendations for law reform.  
 
Freedom of Expression Trainings: will be 
held on freedom of expression international 
standards and national media law for lawyers 
in Dushambe, Tajikistan (September 2006) 
and in Almaty, Kazakhstan (October 2006).  
 
Freedom of Information Trainings: 
ARTICLE 19 Africa Programme will hold a 
course on access to information in Kenya in 
October. 
 
 

New staff members 
 

 
The Latin America Programme is delighted 
to welcome Alexandra Gar ita and Dar io 
Ramirez, respectively as Coordinator and 
Programme Officer in the Mexico Office of 
ARTICLE 19. Prior to joining ARTICLE 
19, Darío worked for three years at the Unit 
for the Protection of Human Rights at the 
Mexican Ministry of Interior, and for five 
years at the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
within the Regional Office in Mexico 
(covering El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Cuba and Belize) and in Angola. 
Darío holds a BA in International Relations 
and an LL.M. in Public International Law 
from the University of Amsterdam.  
Alexandra worked in the Mexican Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, for the Mexican Council on 
Foreign Relations and has contributed to the 
work of Cultural Survival and Amnesty 
International. Alexandra holds a BA in 
International Relations from Boston 
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University and an MA in Human Rights 
from Essex University.  
 
Bethan Gr illo has now returned from 
maternity leave and has resumed her post as 
the Latin America Programme Director. She 
is based in London. 
 

 
SUPPORT 

ARTICLE 19 
 

 
Every investigation and each legal analysis 
we conduct, every training or capacity-
building project that we undertake, each 
report we produce: all are paid for solely by 
generous contributions from foundations, 
individuals and like-minded governments.   
 
ARTICLE 19 depends on your  support to 
car ry out its mission around the wor ld.  
Please make a donation today. 
 
Donate regular ly with a standing order  
Giving regularly really is the best way to 
support ARTICLE 19. It means we have 
reliable income we can count on which 
allows us to plan in advance and budget 
more effectively. 
 
Instructions to your bank:  
Please set up a standing order mandate to 
pay ARTICLE 19, Research and 
Information on Censorship £_____ GBP 
starting on the 1st/ 15th/ 28th of each 
month (please circle preferred date) 
starting in the month of _______ 2005. 
 
Name(s) of Account Holder :  
_________________________________ 
 
Account number : 
                   
 
Bank Sort Code:   ____ - ____ - ____ 
 
Signature:  
 

To:  Manager of (name of bank): 
_________________________________
__ 
 
Bank Address:  
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
 Postcode ______________ 
 
�  Please gift aid my donation 
 
Donate by cheque or  cash    
Address your cheque, money order, or 
direct debit to: ARTICLE 19 Research 
and Information Centre on Censorship.  


