ARTICLE 19

GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR FREE EXPRESSION

The following statement was developed at a two day colloquium facilitated by the
ARTICLE 19 Africa Programme as part of an ongoing programme to encourage the
adoption of self-requlating codes of conduct and organization of colloquia
regarding media coverage of elections in Africa.

Statement on the media and elections

Participants at the colloquium, held at Andrews Motel, Lusaka from 8" to 9" August
2006, to consider the role of the media during the upcoming and subsequent Zambian
elections and the Electoral (Code of Conduct) Regulations, 2006, Gazetted on the 4"
August 2006;

Recognise that the media plays an important role in monitoring the electoral process.
By covering election events and the political campaign, the media insures that the public
is aware of what is happening.

Aware that good media coverage of the electoral process can increase public
knowledge and information on the elections, the candidates and the issues. The
coverage of elections in the media, and its analysis of candidate platforms and election
issues, provides voters with the information they need to make an informed choice on
voting day. It can also provide factual information needed by voters to participate, such
as the day, hours and locations of polling stations.

Note that international good practice generally accepts that the media shall be governed
by a self-regulatory system and that although it is acknowledged that special regulations
can be made to govern the conduct of broadcast licensees during elections, they should
be developed and monitored by an independent broadcasting regulatory authority in
consultation with broadcasters.

Express concern that a number of provisions relating to the media in the Regulations
and the enabling Act are in contradiction with generally accepted international standards
and regional instruments, including the African Union’s ‘Declaration of Principles on
Freedom of Expression in Africa.’

Endeavour to abide by the Electoral Regulations, whilst protecting our right to self-
regulation by recognising the Media Council of Zambia as the arbitrator of the sections of
the code that relate to the media.

We call on the Electoral Commission of Zambia to:



e Stipulate that the media will be only liable to the maximum penalties of correction,
apology and right to reply for contravention of the code. Fines and/or imprisonment
are excessive penalties for contravening codes of conduct

e Ensure that representatives of the Commission and members of the Zambia Police
Force allow the media to freely to cover and report on election events without
restrictions or censorship and are able to investigate and report in a safe
environment, without fear of intimidation or retribution.

e Specify that the Media Council of Zambia is the sole arbitrator on complaints and
contraventions to the code.

¢ |n consultation with the media and the Media Council of Zambia endeavour to identify
and repeal those sections of the code that do not comply with international and
regional standards.

We Call on Political Parties to:

e Ensure that the media is not under undue influence to report in favour of one particular
party or candidate and refrain from interfering with the activities of journalists and
other media personnel with a view to influencing the elections.

e Enable access for all media to electoral managers, candidates and political rallies
safely and without fear of intimidation or retribution.

We call on the Media Council of Zambia to:

¢ Open immediate dialogue and liaise with the Electoral Commission of Zambia on the
practicalities of putting the above into effect.

¢ Implement a timely monitoring and complaints mechanism during the 2006 and
subsequent elections and ensure that adjudication is made with due regard to
international good practice.

e Ensure that the electoral code of conduct and complaints mechanism is widely
publicised and accessible particularly in rural areas.

¢ Liaise with the media to put into effect an advocacy strategy to ensure that the
necessary legislation and regulations are repealed or adopted to ensure that
international standards are complied with in time for future presidential, parliamentary
and local government elections.

Adopted by members of the Zambian media — 9™ August 2006

Signed
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Society for Senior Zambian Journalists



