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November has seen continued widespread arrests and detentions of journalists on the African
continent, many who have suffered further physical abuse post-incarceration. Egypt has
witnessed several of the most notable and serious cases for concern this month. Meanwhilein
Gambia, ARTICLE 19's partner, the M edia Foundation for West Africa hasfiled another law
suit against the government over theillegal detention of Saidykhan, editor in chief of The
Independent (a banned bi-weekly Banjul based newspaper). Musa Saidykhan is ones of scores of
who detained, and who have been the victims of a superfluity of torture and abuse under Gambian
authorities. Such treatment is commonplace, hence a growing number of Gambians are fleeing
President Jammeh’ sregime. In Niger two journalists are being held on supposed criminal charges
following their coverage of the Tuareg rebellion. Further arrests have been seen in Somalia,
whilst in Senegal there have been calls for the release of the publisher of the privately-owned Le
Courier du Jour.

Positive devel opments have a so been seen; in Sudan the chairman and editor of al-sudani was
released having spent 11 days in prison for refusing to pay court fees for the libeling of the
national intelligence services on the arrests of 4 journalists. A recent assessment of the Sudanese
media highlights a pattern of intimidation and prosecution of journalists. The ‘ Assessment and
outline of a strategy for the media support: Media in Sudan at a Crossroads was published on
27 November as a part of the ARTICLE 19 managed project ‘ Promoting Freedom of Expression
and Civil Society Involvement in Developing Democratic Media Legidation in Sudan’. The
production of the report was led by International Media Support with project members’, including
ARTICLE 19's contribution.

Other positive devel opments include the former producer and presenter of the state owned Radio
Rwanda’ s acquittal finally in Rwanda in November from genocide charges after being held for
the past 11 yearsin pre-trid detention. Kept in appalling conditions on the premise of one charge
of murder, she has always denied the charge as “trumped up”, and an attempt to smear herself and
former colleague André Sibomana, human rights activist and former editor of the newspaper
Kinyamamateka.

Egypt: Internet Freedom

With the increase in information and communication technologies (ICT) as a medium for
reporting on and disseminating information, journaistsin Egypt (and across the globe) are facing
ever increasing restrictions and infringements of freedom of expression through their use of the
internet. November saw yet another blogger imprisoned in what has been a campaign of
intimidation of journalists/bloggers for the whole of 2007. A further example of infringementsto
free press expressing a potent symbol of extreme state repression was demonstrated in the arrest
of anindividua for photographing and posting messages of a demonstration on the net.
ARTICLE 19 has condemned the unjust prosecution of journalistsin Egypt such as Howaida
Taha of Al Jazeera, who if convicted will join three journalists currently serving two year



sentences handed down in September. The politically motivated imprisonment of the bloggers
and journalists who criticize the president and conservative religious figures, has led to the
labeling of Egypt as “one of the worlds worst backsliders’ in 2007.

Somalia:

November has seen ever increasing signs of restrictions that are imposed on the media. Former
warlord and major of Mogadishu Mohammed Omar Hebib has inflicted a ban on reporting
covering military operations by the federal transitional government, as well as Ethiopian troops,
with afurther ban on interviewing government opponents at home or abroad. Reporters Sans
Frontiers (RSF) stated the action as being “ unacceptable and ridiculous’, and highlighting the
chasm between what needs to be done to ensure the basic safety of journalists in the country who
already livein fear of persecution, and the action of imposing martial law. In addition to
numerous arrests, several privately owned radio stations have been closed down by security
forces of the Transitional Federal Government (TGF) of Somalia.

Figuresfor deaths of mediaworkers have reached 8 for the year thus far, whilst 47 journalists and
media assistants have been jailed. The National Union of Somali Jour nalists (NUSOJ) has
voiced its deep concern over the ever increasing dangers, and has pointed to aworrying level of
impunity to those who attack, threaten or kill journalists. In addition to arrests, threats to safety,
and the closure of stations, the major has now further added to the list of extreme censorship
infringements and safety concerns by stating that journalists must register with authoritiesin
order to work in the capital.

Media L egislation

November has seen amendments and calls for change in regards to media legislation across the
continent. Somaliland witnessed the birth of a new medialaw drafted by the Somaliland Ministry
of Information. The law contains clauses that clearly breach of international standards of freedom
of expression including Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) which guarantees freedom of expression. The legislation inflicts increased control over
the media, with measures giving the minister of information the power to arrest journalists,
suspend media organi sations and even take over of media organizations.

Other Newsthis month

ARTICLE 19 has condemned the harassment of journalists and human rights defendersin
Sudan. The National Security Servicesin Khartoum recently summoned to their offices, 3
journalists, two of whom are friends and partners of ARTICLE 19, in what are becoming typical
actswith afunction to create a climate of fear and intimidation, and prevent the media from
working without impunity.

A report has been released (Reporters without borders) into the dangers that are faced by
journalistsin Guinea-Bissau where the burgeoning Cocaine trade has increased the risks faced
by reporters. A link with Colombia has turned the country into atransit point for the smuggling of
the drug to Europe. Historically the country has been relatively free for the press; however,
journalists are now facing threats to their safety with evidence emerging of army officers being
involved in the trade. 2 journalists have already fled the country, and with the issue being taboo,
the pressisill equip to face up to the chalenge.

Human Rights Representatives, along with other civil society organizations (both within and
outside of Africa) metin Accra Ghana on November 8" and 9™ to work towards the devel opment
of adtrategy for reinvigorating their responses to media repression and human rights abusesin
The Gambia. Along with updates from activists and professions on the shape of media freedom,



there were first hand accounts of gruesome violations of human rights, which included the
murders of 50 nationals of Ghana, Senegal and Togo by Gambia security forcesin 2005.

Parti cipants devel oped a five-pronged strategy for responding to the serious human rights
violations and media repression in The Gambia.



