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Benin

* Four personnel from the Golfe Media Group have been jailed for 6 months and fined
over $10000 each in acriminal defamation case brought by a former government
minister. (CPJ)

* IFJ calsfor decriminalization of defamation after four are jailed for slander. Four other
journalists have already been in jail for defamation since Sept 2006. (IFJ)

Djibouti

* RSF has called for the insubstantial criminal defamation case against the journalist
Houssein Ahmed Farah, to be dropped. The defamed party isincidentally the brother-in-
law of the president and the governor of the national bank.(RSF)

DR Congo

* Rigobert Kakwala Kash has been released from prison after paying $65 bail having
served only 35 days of his 11 month prison sentence for libel. (JED)

* Popul NtulaVita, journalist for La Cité Africaine, faces up to 12 monthsin prison and a
$12,500 fine if found guilty of criminal defamation after accusing four local tax officials
of “misappropriating funds’ in an article last month. (JED)

« Journalist Nelson Ntamba was beaten by soldiers while investigating violence between
soldiers and areligious group. (JED)

Eqypt

» Weblogger, Kareem Amer, has been sentenced to 4 years in prison and is reportedly
being held in solitary and harsh conditions after being found guilty of “inciting hatred of
Islam and insulting the president”. This comes as Egypt is bidding to hold the UN’s
Internet Governance Forum in 2009. Hisweblog is found at
www.karam903.blogspot.com. (Rapid Action Network/Popbitch/HRW)

* Ibrahim Eissa and Sahar Zaki, both of Al Dostour newspaper, were fined E£22,500,
after being accused of insulting the Egyptian President. (HRinfo)

* “Hundreds’ of members of the Muslim Brotherhood are being detained by authorities
who see them as a dissident force and portray them as aterrorist training organization.
(HRW)

Eritrea




* In acountry that the International Press Institute regards as one of the worst for
journaliststo work in, there are reports that ajournalist has died in prison. Fessehaye
“Joshu@’ Y ohannes, editor of Setit newspaper, is reported to have died on the 11th of
January. This contradicts earlier claims that he died in December 2002. (CPJ/RSF)

* Of nine state journalists arrested for collusion with “defectors’, three have been
released.(RSF)

Gambia

* Police have denied that they are holding Chief Ebrima Manneh of the Daily Observer,
missing since July 2006. (MFWA)

Ghana

* On the 9th February Samuel Kwabena Ennin, editor of a private radio station and local
officia of the Ghana Journalists Association, was shot dead by apparent robbers —
although little of value was taken and Ennin had not resisted. The GJA has announced a
reward for information about the crime. (IFJ)

 Militant Publications have been fined $13000 for defamation of a government minister
after avery weak prosecution case. (MFWA)

Guinea

* Staff at Liberte FM radio were beaten up and equipment destroyed by the Presidential
Guard after broadcasting “insult to the president” .(RSF)

* Journalists were chased away from a presidential meeting by the same Guard, who
allowed only state mediato report. (RSF)

* The parlous media freedom in Guinea has culminated in a government siege on the
media and internet access since the 12th of February.(RSF/Afrol news)

|vory Coast

* Four journalists have been charged with offending President Gbago. Denis Kah Zion
and André Silver Konan of the private daily Le Nouveau Réveil, are charged over the
article, "The 7-Y ear Record of the FPI Party: The One Hundred Crimes of Gbagbo";
Jean-Marie Ahoussou and Hyppolite Oulai from private daily L’ Inter, have been charged
in connection with an article alleging that the President had accepted personal repayment
from afirm accused of spilling toxic wastein lieu of afine paid to the state. (CPJ)

L esotho

» The Media Institute of South Africareportsincreasing intimidation of journalistsin the
run-up to the national elections on the 17th of February. The elections were won by the
LCD, the incumbent political power.(MISA)

Liberia

» Sam Dean, editor of the Independent newspaper has been declared “wanted” by police
after publishing a sexually explicit picture of a government minister in an orgy, which is
thought to contravene decency standards of publication. The Information Minister
revoked the Independent’ s operational license on the 27th of February. (Centre for Media
Studies and Peace Building)

M or occo

» Swedish photographer Lars Bjork was arrested on the 19th of February after
photographing a pro-independence (from Morocco) demonstration.

M ozambigque



» The six men convicted of murdering investigative reporter, Carlos Cardoso, have had
their appeal rgjected by a M ozambique court, which also defended the decision to
broadcast the case live asin the public interest. (MISA)

Namibia

» MPs from the ruling Swapo party have attacked critical media as “unhealthy and
unpatriotic” and “disrespectful”. (MISA)

Nigeria

* The Nigerian Parliament has approved afinal version of afreedom of information bill
which has been in parliament since 1999. If passed, it will become only the fourth
freedom of information act in Africa. (OJSI)

Serral eone

* SierraLeone Association of Journalists' Vice-President, Philip Neville has been
arrested facing an eight count indictment of criminal defamation. (RSF)

* Y ouths from the Kabala Town Y outh Group stormed and shut down the local radio
station, Radio Bintumani, accusing station manager Jorgoh Barrie of malpractice
including promoting ethnic division. (MFWA)

Somalia

* Theradio journalist Ali Mohammed Omar was shot dead by three unidentified attackers
on the evening of the 16th of February. (NUSOJIFJ)

* Four people from the Haatuf Media Network have been charged with defamation of
Somaliland’ s First Lady. Three of those charged have been arrested.(NUSOJ)

South Africa

* Professor Jimi Adesina has been exonerated in a criminal defamation case which was
seen as athreat to freedom of expression within the academic community. (FXI)

» The Freedom of Expression Institute claims that the South African Broadcasting
Institute has violated its own license conditions and the South African Constitution on
numerous occasions. (FXI)

Sudan

» Adil Sid Ahmed and Ahmed a-Sharif, both from Al Watan newspaper, have been
arrested under suspicion of withholding information obtained in an interview with
terrorists. They both deny the charges but the newspaper has been suspended. (CPJ)
Rwanda

» Two radio journalists, Dominique Makeli and Tatianana Mukakibibi, have been
detained without trial or sentence, accused of inciting genocide.(JED)

* Jean-Bosco Gasasira, editor of Umugavizi newspaper, was beaten into a coma by
unidentified assailants on the 9th of February. He has been receiving threats for some
time after publishing articles critical of the ruling party, the Rwandan Patriotic
Front.(RSF/Amnesty International)

 University professor, Idesbald Byabuze, isfacing a potentia jail term of 20 years after
being detained on accusation of “ segregation, sectarianism and threatening national
security” when he criticised national authoritiesin an internet article.

Senegal

* President Abdoulaye Wade has won the recent election but this was achieved against a
background of mediaintimidation and favourable press coverage. Fifteen independent
journalists following the presidents campaign were beaten up in front of the police by
people known to be supporters of President Wade.(RSF)



Tunisia

* Tunisian authorities have banned Le Monde and Le Novel Observateur from
publication and blocked the website of Liberation because Tunisian journalist, Taoufik
Ben Brik, wrote articles critical of the Tunisian president which were published in these
papers.(RSF)

Uganda

* There are calsfor private broadcaster, NTV, to be allowed to resume broadcasting after
its equipment was removed from a mast on the 3rd of February because it was “too
heavy”. (IFJ)

Zimbabwe

» Nunurayi Jena has still not been able to register as an accredited journalist under the
AIPPA, with the Media and Information Commission. Heis an official with the National
Union of Journalists which has been accused by the MIC of promoting anti-government
propaganda.(MFWA)

Africa

 The African Commission’s Chairperson, Alpha Oumar Konaré, assured a del egation of
press freedom activists that his office supported press freedom in the continent. (Afrol
news)

* Six African journalists have been awarded the Human Rights Watch Hellman/Hammet
which honours journalists reporting in dangerous circumstances. The winners are: Musa
Saidykhan (The Gambia), Njaru Philip (Cameroon), Pierre Mujomba (Democratic
Republic of Congo), Peter Makori (Kenya), Zakeus Chibaya (Zimbabwe) and Gilbert
Rwamtwara (Rwanda). (HRW/ Afrol news)
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