
Voices from Iraq 
An ARTICLE 19 public event

Thursday 22 nd June 2006 from 6.30 to 9pm

At Clifford Chance
10 Upper Bank Street, E14 5JJ

Nearest tube: Canary Wharf
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6.30 – 7.00 Drinks and welcome

7.00 – 7.10 First oud performance from the album 'Bein Al-Nahrain’ -
between the Tigris and the Euphrates’, first piece, Mr 
Ehsan Emam

7.10 – 7.15 Selected poem, first recital by Ms. Choman Hardi 

7.15 – 7.30 ‘Freedom of expression in today’s Iraq’, Mr Adil Hameed

7.30 – 7.40 ‘Music and artistic expression in Iraq’, Mr. Ehsan Emam

7.40 – 7.50 ‘Poetry and artistic expression in Iraq’, Ms. Choman 
Hardi

7.50 – 8.40 Discussion and questions from the audience, panel session chaired 
by Mr. George Alagiah

8.40 – 8.50 Selected poem, second recital by Ms. Choman Hardi 

8.50 – 9.00 Second oud performance from the album 'Bein Al-
Nahrain’ - between the Tigris and the Euphrates’, second 
piece, Mr Ehsan Emam

Schedule

Introduction
ARTICLE 19 welcomes its distinguished guests to an evening of music, poetry and discussions on the 
place of art and media in today’s Iraq, featuring:

Ms. Choman Hardi - published poet born in Kurdistan. Choman’s family was forced to flee Iraq twice 
before moving to the UK in 1993. Choman has published poetry in both Kurdish and English

Mr. Adil Hameed Raheem - Iraqi journalist, human rights campaigner and professor at Basra
University

Mr. Ehsan Emam - Iraqi oud player and lecturer at SOAS. Ehsan trained under the great oud maestro 
Munir Bashir

Mr. George Alagiah , BBC World News anchor and award-winning foreign correspondent. George with 
be chairing the event.



George Alagiah, Session Chair
George Alagiah, BBC World News anchor and award-winning foreign 
correspondent, is an ARTICLE 19 board member. George joined the 
BBC's Six O'clock News in January 2003. In March 2002, he launched 
BBC Four's international news programme. Before going behind the
studio desk, George was one of the BBC's leading foreign 
correspondents, reporting on events ranging from the genocide in
Rwanda, the plight of the marsh Arabs in southern Iraq and civil wars in 
Afghanistan, Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

George joined the BBC in 1989 after seven years in print journalism with 
South Magazine. He is a specialist on Africa and the developing world and 
has interviewed among others Nelson Mandela, Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and President Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe. 

His documentaries and features include reports on why affirmative action 
in America is a 'Lost Cause' for the Assignment programme, Saddam 
Hussein's genocidal campaign against the Kurds of northern Iraq for the 
BBC's Newsnight programme and reported on the last reunion of the 
veterans of Dunkirk. 

George has won numerous awards including Best International Report at 
the Royal Television Society in 1993 and Amnesty International's Best TV 
Journalist award in 1994. In 2000 he was part of the BBC team which 
collected a Bafta award for its coverage of the Kosovo conflict. George 
was born in Sri Lanka in November 1955. 

Mr. Ehsan Emam, Oud Musician
Born in Baghdad, Ehsan studied at the prestigious Iraqi Institute of Music 
Maa’had Al-Darsat Al-Musiqia under the great oud masters Salem Abdel 
Karim, Rawhi Khammash and Munir Bashir, graduating in 1986. Ehsan’s 
passion for the musical traditions of his native land have flourished since 
that date. By the end of his time at the institute, Ehsan had become a 
mentor to new students as well as peers within the Institute. 

Since his arrival to London in 1997, Ehsan has performed at numerous 
concerts across the UK, including recitals at Cambridge, Edinburgh and 
Kingston. Based on a desire to widen the reach of the beautiful music of 
his home country to new audiences, Ehsan performs regularly and 
actively holds private oud tutorials in London to budding students.
Ehsan is a lecturer at London's School of Oriental and African Studies, 
teaching courses on Music and Arabic Song theory.

Ehsan's new CD 'Bein Al-Nahrain' (‘between the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers’) has received critical acclaim from many parties including the BBC 
and will be available to purchase at the event.  

Guests and Speakers



Choman Hardi, Poet and Artist
Choman Hardi was born in Sulaimaniya,  in the southern Kurdistan region of Iraq 
just before her family fled to Iran. She returned to her hometown at the age of five 
and lived there until she was fourteen. When the Iraqi government used chemical 
weapons on the Kurds in 1988 her family once again fled to Iran. She lived in Iraq, 
Iran and Turkey before coming to England in 1993. 

Choman studied philosophy and psychology at Queen's College, Oxford and has 
an MA in philosophy from University College London as well as a Doctorate from 
the University of Kent in Canterbury on the mental health of Kurdish women 
refugees torn between the clash of cultures.

Choman has published three books of poetry in Kurdish, including 'Return with no 
memory' (1996) and 'Light of the shadows' (1998), but now writes in English, and 
“Life for Us” is her first English collection. 

In 2002 Choman was nominated for the Arts Foundation scholarship and won the 
2003 Jerwood-Arvon Young Poet’s Apprenticeship. She was commissioned by the 
South Bank and Apples and Snakes to take part in the ‘Poetry International 
Festival’ Festival in 2002, the Royal Festival Hall.

Choman is the chair of Exiled Writers' Ink; an organization consisting of established 
refugee writers who write in another language as well as English. 

"Choman Hardi conveys the trauma of personal and political experience with flair 
and delicacy. This is compelling poetry of international significance."—Moniza Alvi 

Adil Hameed, Independent Journalist, Academic and 
Human Rights Campaigner 
Adil has extensive experience working in the independent Iraqi media sector. 
Currently a director of the Basra bureau of the newspaper Iraq-Today, Adil is also 
a freelance reporter for the Dutch Press Agency in the south of Iraq, and the UN 
Integrated Regional Information Network. A determined and committed media 
independence advocate, Adil has relentlessly worked towards the development of 
an independent press in his regions of Basra and further afield in Baghdad and 
the provinces. Former media roles include Media Advisor at the International 
Rehabilitation Victims of Torture Basra Office and Secretary Editor of NAS 
(‘humanity’) magazine. 

Adil is also a university professor at the University of Basra, lecturing students on 
Human Rights and Democratic Reform at the College of Arts in Basra University. 
Prior to this, he was formerly a visiting lecturer at the College of Political Science 
at Shat Al-Arab University College, teaching courses on International Political
Relations. 

As Deputy Head of the Afaq Media Forum (‘horizons’), an NGO which has worked 
in partnership with ARTICLE 19 and the Danish Institute, Adil has shown an 
unwavering commitment to the empowerment of Iraqi civil society and media 
professionals, building their’ abilities to campaign for human rights, freedom of 
expression and access to information and report on human rights violations.

His extracurricular interests include supporting the Iraqi Red Crescent Society in 
Basra, and running a personal blog site. Adil is the father of two children.

Adil was recently forced to flee his hometown of Basra due to security threats on 
his life from militias targeting him for his tireless work in promoting human rights 
and democracy in Iraq. Adil currently resides in Kuwait.

“Without a free and 
independent press 
democracy cannot 

flourish. A free press 
roots out corruption and 

promotes good 
government. Good 

government in turn leads 
to a better quality of life”

“Father cried when he 
smelt the first daffodils of 
each spring, when he saw 

images of the happy 
children who weren’t 

aware of what was 
happening. In his despair 
he kept saying: Like the 
American Indians, our 
struggle will become a 

topic for films”



Clifford Chance offices
10 Upper Bank Street
Canary Wharf
E14 5JJ
London

Venue

Getting here
The nearest tube is Canary Wharf



“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression; the right includes freedom to hold opin ions 

without interference and to seek, receive and impar t 
information and ideas through any media regardless of 

frontiers.” - Article 19 of the Universal Declaration  of Human 
Rights

Contact us
For information on ARTICLE 19’s work in the Middle East please contact: Laura Salama, Middle East 
Programme Officer, Email. laura@article19.org, Tel. +442072789292 or visit our website at 
www.article19.org

About us
ARTICLE 19 is an international human rights organisation which defends and promotes freedom of 
expression and freedom of information all over the world. 

Our mandate is to promote freedom of expression as a universal human right and to foster and defend this 
right across national, cultural, religious, racial, ideological and language boundaries. Engaging international 
and state institutions in critical dialogue over the development and implementation of standards relating to 
freedom of expression, we work worldwide to lead institutional, cultural and legal change. With a network of 
partners around the world, we carry out capacity-building work with civil society partners and public officials; 
monitor threats to freedom of expression globally and develop long term strategies to overcome them.


