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Photo of the decorative fagade of Al Khadimain mosque, courtesy of Jan Oberg, 2003

Voices from Iraq

An ARTICLE 19 public event
Thursday 22 " June 2006 from 6.30 to 9pm
At Clifford Chance

10 Upper Bank Street, E14 5JJ
Nearest tube: Canary Wharf
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ARTICLE 19

GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR FREE EXPRESSION




Introduction

ARTICLE 19 welcomes its distinguished guests to an evening of music, poetry and discussions on the
place of art and media in today’s Iraq, featuring:

Ms. Choman Hardi - published poet born in Kurdistan. Choman’s family was forced to flee Iraq twice
before moving to the UK in 1993. Choman has published poetry in both Kurdish and English

Mr. Adil Hameed Raheem - Iraqgi journalist, human rights campaigner and professor at Basra
University

Mr. Ehsan Emam - Iraqi oud player and lecturer at SOAS. Ehsan trained under the great oud maestro
Munir Bashir

Mr. George Alagiah , BBC World News anchor and award-winning foreign correspondent. George with
be chairing the event.

Schedule

6.30 — 7.00 Drinks and welcome

7.00-7.10 First oud performance from the album 'Bein Al-Nahrain’ -
between the Tigris and the Euphrates’, first piece, Mr
Ehsan Emam

7.10-7.15 Selected poem, first recital by Ms. Choman Hardi

7.15-7.30 ‘Freedom of expression in today’s Iraq’, Mr Adil Hameed

7.30 - 7.40 ‘Music and artistic expression in Iraq’, Mr. Ensan Emam
7.40 — 7.50 ‘Poetry and artistic expression in Iraq’, Ms. Choman
Hardi
7.50 — 8.40 Discussion and questions from the audience, panel session chaired

by Mr. George Alagiah
8.40 — 8.50 Selected poem, second recital by Ms. Choman Hardi
8.50 — 9.00 Second oud performance from the album 'Bein Al-

Nahrain’ - between the Tigris and the Euphrates’, second
piece, Mr Ehsan Emam



Guests and Speakers










“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; the right includes freedom to hold opin ions
without interference and to seek, receive and impar  t

information and ideas through any media regardless of
frontiers.” - Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights

About us

ARTICLE 19 is an international human rights organisation which defends and promotes freedom of
expression and freedom of information all over the world.

Our mandate is to promote freedom of expression as a universal human right and to foster and defend this
right across national, cultural, religious, racial, ideological and language boundaries. Engaging international
and state institutions in critical dialogue over the development and implementation of standards relating to
freedom of expression, we work worldwide to lead institutional, cultural and legal change. With a network of
partners around the world, we carry out capacity-building work with civil society partners and public officials;
monitor threats to freedom of expression globally and develop long term strategies to overcome them.

Contact us

For information on ARTICLE 19's work in the Middle East please contact: Laura Salama, Middle East
Programme Officer, Emalil. laura@atrticle19.orq, Tel. +442072789292 or visit our website at
www.article19.org




