21 July 2006

President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Vldadiwvich PUTIN
g. Moskva, Kreml

Russian Federation

Fax: +7 095206 8510 /+ 7 095 206 51 73/ +5 2®0 24 08
e-mail: president@gov.ru

Dear President

ARTICLE 19 is very concerned that the Law on “Ameggdthe Crimine
Code of the Russian Federation, the Administrabffences Code and t
Federal Statute ‘On counteraction Extremist Adegt ”, adopted in it
third reading on 14 July 2006, would violate inegianal standards on t
right to freedom of expression. We call on you &ovthe amendmen
which would increase the list of categories of fertist’ activity
punishable by law.

We refer you to the attached statement that ARTIQREcirculated on
July 2006. In it, ARTICLE 19 detailed how the amprahts would violat
the Russian Federation’s international human rigbitdigations. W
understand, however, that the text of the draftweas modified during tf
readings and the final version is still not avadgabn the parliamenta
website. The speed with which the draft law washpdsthrough tr
Duma — with just two weeks between the first ared teading — is a cat
for concern, as the process undercut people’s rightdebate ne
legislative initiatives.

Moreover, the new provisions would not only amem@ taw ‘Or
Counteracting Extremist Activities’, as was theecas a previous dra
but also the Administrative Offences Code and thienidal Code. Th
amendments, the final text of which we have nohse®uld have a mui

s i
i .
- 5
Coa Y
Ay
5 i)

ARTICLE19

GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR FREE EXPRESSION

6-8 Amwell Street
London

ECiR 1UQ

United Kingdom

Tel: 44 20 7278 9292
Fax: 44 20 7278 7660
Email: info@article19.0rg
Web: www.article19.org

Executive Director
Agnes Callamard

International Board

Richard Ayre (Chair)

Peter Phillips (Treasurer)
Mary-Ann Stephenson (UK)
George Alagiah (UK)

Param Cumaraswamy (Malaysia)
Paul Hoffman (US)

Cushrow Irani (India)

Jody Kollapen (South Africa)
Gara LaMarche (US)

Daisy Li (Hong Kong)
Goenawan Mohamad (Indonesia)
Malcolm Smart (UK)

Arne Ruth (Sweden)

Galina Arapova (Russia)

Jorge Islas Lopez (Mexico)

Honorary Member
Aung San Suu Kyi (Burma)

ARTICLE 19

Research and Information

Centre on Censorship

(A company limited by guarantee)

Company No: 2097222
Reg Charity No: 327421

greater impact on the Russian legislative frameveortk practice than was

originally anticipated, and will go far beyond thegitimate use of

internationally-recognised principles of nationatsrity.

Although we understand that certain conditions haeen placed on

defamation of public officials for it to be considd an extremist act - a

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:

‘Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any
media and regardless of frontiers’



slight improvement from previous drafts - , theadéat public officials
should benefit from increased protection under mefson law

contravenes internationally-established standard&/e also remain
concerned at the fact that ‘extremism’ under Russ$dav is interpreted
broadly, and that no link is required between degald statement of
incitement and any ensuing violence.

We therefore strongly urge you to veto these amemtisn

Yours sincerely,

Dr Agnés Callamard
Executive Director

! See the attached statement for details.
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