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Dear President  
 
 
 
ARTICLE 19 is very concerned that the Law on “Amending the Criminal 
Code of the Russian Federation, the Administrative Offences Code and the 
Federal Statute ‘On counteraction Extremist Activities’ ”, adopted in its 
third reading on 14 July 2006, would violate international standards on the 
right to freedom of expression. We call on you to veto the amendments, 
which would increase the list of categories of ‘extremist’ activity 
punishable by law. 
 
We refer you to the attached statement that ARTICLE 19 circulated on 5 
July 2006. In it, ARTICLE 19 detailed how the amendments would violate 
the Russian Federation’s international human rights obligations. We 
understand, however, that the text of the draft law was modified during the 
readings and the final version is still not available on the parliamentary 
website. The speed with which the draft law was pushed through the 
Duma – with just two weeks between the first and last reading – is a cause 
for concern, as the process undercut people’s right to debate new 
legislative initiatives. 
 
Moreover, the new provisions would not only amend the Law ‘On 
Counteracting Extremist Activities’, as was the case in a previous draft, 
but also the Administrative Offences Code and the Criminal Code. The 
amendments, the final text of which we have not seen, would have a much 
greater impact on the Russian legislative framework and practice than was 
originally anticipated, and will go far beyond the legitimate use of 
internationally-recognised principles of national security. 
 
Although we understand that certain conditions have been placed on 
defamation of public officials for it to be considered an extremist act - a 
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slight improvement from previous drafts - , the idea that public officials 
should benefit from increased protection under defamation law 
contravenes internationally-established standards.1 We also remain 
concerned at the fact that ‘extremism’ under Russian law is interpreted 
broadly, and that no link is required between an alleged statement of 
incitement and any ensuing violence. 
 
We therefore strongly urge you to veto these amendments. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Dr Agnès Callamard 
Executive Director 

 

                                                
1 See the attached statement for details. 


