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Mexico: ARTICLE 19 Concerned About Personal Safety of Lydia
Cacho

Lydia Cacho, a well-known Mexican journalist and human rights defender, is
reportedly being followed by an unknown, armed man who has been seen outside
her house on several occasions in the last few days.

Speaking to ARTICLE 19, Cacho reports that a blue and silver 2008 Chevrolet motor
vehicle has been seen at different hours in front of her house. Witnesses have described
the driver as a robust man, approximately 1.60 metres tall, with dark skin. He has been
seen getting out of the car on a number of occasions to take photographs of the
journalist’s home and car. The man is also allegedly carrying a semi-automatic gun at
his lower back.

Cacho has filed a report with local authorities who are now investigating the situation
and who have ascertained that the vehicle’s number plates do not correspond with the
model of car.

Cacho is an outspoken defender of human rights and minority voices in Mexico, a
country where journalists and media workers are regularly threatened, attacked or killed
for doing their jobs. In 2005, she published a book — The Demons of Eden, the Power
Protecting Child Pornography — which revealed the existence of a child pornography
ring operating with the protection of politicians and businessmen.

Following the release of this book, Cacho was subjected to arbitrary detention,
harassment, torture, and illegal extradition to another state. No one has been brought to
justice for these crimes. Cacho has continued her journalistic work, investigating and
writing on a number of human rights issues, such as violence against women, corruption
and the sexual exploitation of children.

Cacho receives periodic death threats on her blog (www.lydiacacho.net). One of the
most recent messages states. “Lydia Cacho: the moment when you are going to turn up
dead is coming soon; soon you will turn up decapitated.”

Dr Agnes Callamard, ARTICLE 19 Executive Director, comments: “The incidents
reported by Lydia Cacho are particularly worrying in light of the failure of the
Mexican State to protect her in the past and of the general climate of violence the
media is facing in the country.”

ARTICLE 19 calls on the Government of Mexico to adopt all necessary measures to



guarantee the security of Lydia Cacho, in accordance with its international human rights
obhgatlons In particular ARTICLE 19 demands that:
The Government — through its highest level representative, President Felipe
Calder6n Hinojosa — assumes full responsibility for Cacho’s protection, and
publicly offers all security guarantees to her;
* A direct and permanent line of communication with the Ministry of the Interior
— including with Minister Fernando Gémez Mont — is set up in order to ensure
Cacho’s overall safety and security and proper follow-up on any threats against
her; and
* The authorities immediately establish the identity of the owner of the vehicle
seen outside Cacho’s home, so that these incidents may be properly
investigated.

NOTES TO EDITORS:
* For more information, please contact Ricardo Gonzalez, ARTICLE 19 Mexico,
atricardo@article19.org or telephone + 55 11 30 57 00 42.
* ARTICLE 19 is an independent human rights organisation that works around the world
to protect and promote the right to freedom of expression. It takes its name from Article
19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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México: ARTICLE 19 Expresa Preocupacion por la
Integridad Fisica de Lydia Cacho

Durante una entrevista con ARTICLE 19, la periodista y defensora de derechos humanos,
Lydia Cacho, dijo sentir temor debido a la presencia de un hombre armado desconocido
en las inmediaciones de su domicilio en los ultimos dias. En 2005, Cacho publico el libro
titulado “Los Demonios del Edén, el poder que protege a la pornografia infantil”, en donde
revel6 la existencia de una red de explotacion sexual y pornografia infantil que operaba
con la proteccion de politicos y empresarios, lo que provocé que fuera objeto de acaso
judicial, tortura y numerosos abusos de poder. Hasta el momento los responsables tanto
materiales o intelectuales de estos hechos no han sido castigados, sin embargo Cacho ha
continuado su labor periodistica informando sobre temas relacionados con los derechos
humanos como violencia en contra de la mujeres, corrupcién, trata de personas,
explotacion sexual infantil , en otros.

De acuerdo con la informacién proporcionada por Lydia Cacho, un automdvil Chevy modelo
2008 color azul plata se ha apostado en los ultimos dias por varias horas frente a su domicilio.
Testigos sefialan que en una ocasién descendio del vehiculo “un hombre de aproximadamente
1.60 m de altura, tez morena y de complexién robusta”, quien inspecciond y tomo fotografias de
la vivienda de la periodista, luego se acercd a su automdvil para fotografiarlo e inspeccionar las
llantas delanteras. Los testimonios sefialan que el hombre portaba una pistola tipo escuadra
fajada en la parte baja de la espalda.

La periodista denuncid los hechos ante las autoridades locales, quienes dijeron que investigarian
los hechos, le adelantaron que las placas del automdévil (UVV 2266) no corresponden al modelo
de automdvil que ha sido visto por las inmediaciones de su domicilio.

“Los hechos que denuncia Lydia Cacho resultan especialmente preocupantes debido a la
incapacidad que ha mostrado el Estado mexicano de proteger los derechos de la periodista
luego de los abusos de los que fue objeto y al clima generalizado de violencia que enfrenta la
prensa en el pais”, sefiald la Dr. Agnes Callamard, Directora Ejecutiva de ARTICLE 19.

ARTICLE 19 hace un llamado al Estado Mexicano para que, de acuerdo con sus obligaciones
internacionales de derechos humanos, adopte todas las medidas necesarias para garantizar la
integridad fisica de Lydia Cacho.

NOTAS PARA PRENSA

* Para mayor informaciéon favor de contactar a Ricardo Gonzélez ricardo@articlel9.org
(55)10546500




* ARTICLE 19 es una organizacion independiente de Derechos Humanos que trabaja alrededor
del mundo para proteger y promover el derecho a la libertad de expresion. Toma su nombre del
Articulo 19 de la Declaracion Universal de los Derechos Humanos, la cual garantiza la libertad

de expresion.



